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Dear Sir or Madam                                                                                                                                  20th June 2008

NATS TCN Consultation/Cambridgeshire, Suffolk and North East Essex

I am an elected district councillor representing 8 rural parishes under the proposed Stansted western arrivals hold. 

I have already indicated my concerns to the position of this hold through the submissions of South Cambridgeshire District Council and through a letter jointly signed with James Paice MP.

In particular I am concerned about the impact on the Newmarket Bloodstock industry, a major employer in the area.  This industry relies on rural tranquillity and low pollution.  I have met with various representatives of the industry and am extremely concerned that any increase in overflying aircraft and any perceived threat to tranquillity or pollution rates could threaten this industry’s future in our area and indeed in the UK.

It also appears that the rational for this design is a principle of directing flights over low population density areas, which by definition are very quiet rural areas.  However the impact of increased noise in this area will be much greater than in areas that are already noisier such as in built-up areas or around major roads. 

I also have not received any explanation why the consultation document maps suggest that the lowest height limit in this area will be 4000ft when the other proposed holds have a lowest height limit of 6000ft.  Members of the public have been told in leaflets that have been distributed that stacks will not be below 6000ft, but the detailed map appears to show otherwise.   This has lead to great confusion in the local area concerned.  The consultation has therefore been at best confusing, at worst misleading.

I understand the need to improve air traffic safety to cope with growing aircraft numbers.  I understand that many years of planning have been required to come to this proposal.  However I would urge you to reconsider the impact on this particular area and the design criteria.

Yours sincerely

Cllr Vicky Ford

