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Uttlesford District Council continues fight against a second runway

Uttlesford councillors have reaffirmed their opposition to a second runway at Stansted Airport.

The cross-party stance on expansion proposals at the airport comes as Uttlesford District Council begins the task of registering the first tranche of applications submitted by airport operator BAA.

The four applications so far submitted are now available for the public to read on-line or at council offices and libraries across the district and beyond.

A further 34 applications relating to the second runway are expected before the end of this month.

Uttlesford District Council is one of six local authorities forming the CO2 group – Councils Opposing a Second Runway – which was launched this week.

Conservative group leader and Leader of Uttlesford District Council Cllr Jim Ketteridge said a second runway at Stansted would bring catastrophic change to the rural nature and character of the district.

He said: “We do not wish to see our countryside turned into an urban sprawl with the associated traffic, air pollution and noise that comes with it. We were content to have an ‘airport in the countryside’ as Stansted was originally marketed, but anyone who has visited Heathrow will be aware of what this area will become if a second runway were ever to become a reality.

“Together with our partners in other local authorities we will vigorously contest this assault on the quality of life of the residents of this area.”

Cllr Peter Wilcock, leader of the Liberal Democrat group, said: “I am pleased that not only are all the political parties from Uttlesford continuing to be united in opposition to the second runway, but also that six local authorities representing 3.2 million people have joined forces to oppose plans to create an airport with a capacity bigger than Heathrow.

“BAA will be throwing a lot of money at this application and the public inquiry. It will be a case of David versus Goliath, but we know who won that fight.”

Cllr Elizabeth Godwin, leader of the Independent group, said: “The Independent group was amazed at the sheer effrontery of the submission of the planning application for the second runway before the result of the inquiry into the increase of passengers to 35 million per annum was announced. It shows the sheer contempt which BAA has for the residents of our area.

 “The world has moved on since the Government White Paper was published in 2003. Issues of climate change have much greater importance, and the government is currently facing both ways. There have also been some very innovative airports built over the sea, and surely we should be looking at options which are not going to make life so difficult for those who live close to an airport as we do here and as do those who live close to Heathrow. Our air space is already at capacity.”

The four applications that have been submitted by BAA are:

        Outline application for airport buildings together with infrastructure and associated operational development

        Provision of a runway, associated facilities and operational development

        Construction of highways with associated landscaping and ancillary works

        Change of use from agricultural land to use for nature conservation and/or landscaping and engineering operations

The applications are available online at the Uttlesford District Council’s website www.uttlesford.gov.uk. Hard copies are available at the following locations:

Uttlesford District Council offices

UConnect Customer Service Centre, London Road, Saffron Walden 01799 510510

Great Dunmow Community Information Centre, High Street, Great Dunmow 01799 510490

Thaxted Community Information Centre, Town Street, Thaxted 01371 831641

Libraries in Uttlesford

Saffron Walden Library, King Street, Saffron Walden 01799 523178

Great Dunmow Library, North Street, Dunmow 01371 873447

Thaxted Library, Fishmarket Street, Thaxted 01371 831070

Stansted Mountfitchet Library, Chapel Hill, Stansted 01279 815149

Other councils and libraries

East Herts District Council, The Causeway, Bishop’s Stortford 01279 655261

Bishop’s Stortford Library, The Causeway, Bishop’s Stortford 01438 737333

Chelmsford Library, Market Road, Chelmsford 01245 492758

BAA

Enterprise House, Stansted Airport 01279 662800

For opening hours, please call the locations listed above.
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