TAKELEY PARISH COUNCIL

Station House, Sycamore Close, Takeley, Essex, CM22 6QA

           12th May 2008      
Secretary of State for Transport

Aviation Directorate

First Floor

Great Minster House

76 Marsham Street

London SW1P 4DR

The Stansted Airport Ltd

(Land at and in the vicinity of Stansted Airport - second runway)
Compulsory Purchase Order 2008

Takeley Parish Council represents the parishioners of Takeley and owns land at Molehill Green (village green & common land) that is subject to the proposed CPO Order. The Parish Council opposes plans to expand Stansted Airport to include a second runway and believes that the proposal is fundamentally flawed:-
· Government policy (ATWP) is contradictory and out of date given today’s priority to minimise the effects on climate change.
· The economic arguments have not been justified.

· It is not environmentally sustainable.
· Takeley Parish Council would question the validity and qualification of the environmental consultants that BAA has used to assess the impact of its proposal.

· The public interest is not being served by this proposal.

· The devastation to this community has not been justified. 
Takeley Parish Council objects to the proposed compulsory purchase order for the following reasons:

1. The Parish Council questions the justification of the order. The Council refutes that there is a clear and compelling case in the public interest (European Convention on Human Rights).
2. The Parish Council believes that there are alternative schemes capable of meeting Government objectives e.g. Maplin.

3. The proposed CPO is unacceptable in that the total land take is unnecessary/ unjustified.  It exceeds the land required to construct and operate a second runway (including exchange land) and includes areas of land outside of core activities. These proposals for ‘ancillary’ development e.g. hotels do not conform to the definition of CPO criteria. 
4. The proposed CPO is divisive. It will divide and devastate communities. There are examples of properties that will be ‘ruined’ by the proposed CPO that are not included within the proposal e.g. Ebenezer Chapel, Molehill Green.
5. The proposed CPO boundary will create further blight to those residents with properties on the periphery. For some there is currently no reasonable compensation offered.
6. The proposal will create unacceptable loss of amenity.

7. Local resources will be significantly depleted.

8. The suggested land exchange is wholly unacceptable (Molehill Green village green exchange land is not even within the parish of Takeley).

9. Ancient woodland that is of great historical value will be lost.

10. The plans to demolish, and in some cases reconstruct, ancient monuments/listed buildings are unacceptable. Some ancient buildings will be lost forever, whilst others will be relocated outside of this parish.

11. The environmental damage will be catastrophic to this area. Noise, air quality and light pollution will be detrimental to the well being of the community and will severely damage their quality of life.
12. The impact on ecology will be devastating and the proposals to relocate/replace are ill-conceived and incomplete. There are important designated wildlife sites that must be protected (these include bats, birds, and other protected species).
Takeley Parish Council concludes that for the sake of both this community and many thousands of people in the surrounding areas this Compulsory Purchase Order should not be granted.

Yours sincerely,

Mr. Richard Cheetham                                                       Jane Heskey

Chairman                                                                            Clerk to Takeley Parish Council                                                                         
On behalf of Takeley Parish Council                                  Phone: 020 8270 1149

                                                                                           Email:Takeley.pc@ntlworld.com

