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JACKIE CHEETHAM, UTTLESFORD DISTRICT COUNCIL

I am here today to represent a council united.

Expansion of Stansted Airport is not a party political issue for anyone at Uttlesford District Council. The future of our district is simply too important.

This council has been unwavering in its opposition to a second runway at Stansted for many years.

Uttlesford’s three group leaders – Jim Ketteridge for the Conservatives, Peter Wilcock for the Liberal Democrats and Elizabeth Godwin for the Independents – stand united with every single member of the authority. We have all signed,  a pledge demonstrating our commitment  to opposition to more runways.
Now, we are joined by colleagues from councils across the region, representing more than three million people, as we prepare to defend our communities from the threat of a second runway.

We refused to permit BAA’s G1 proposals because they would result in expansion that was not capable of adequate mitigation. BAA has now submitted its planning applications for G2 before anyone knows the outcome of G1.

Uttlesford’s councillors have a strong mandate from our electorate. Growth at Stansted is the single most important issue facing our district. That is why we went out to the people of Uttlesford in 2002 to ask them, through a local referendum, this question:

Do you want more runways at Stansted?

The answer could not have come back more strongly and has influenced everything the council has done to fight  second runway expansion plans.

With a turnout higher than either of the previous two General Elections, a huge majority of people – some 89 per cent – answered with a resounding “no”.

We fought the G1 inquiry with all the resources we could. Now, with the help of our colleagues in other councils, we are preparing to do the same again with the second runway.

Uttlesford District Council is clear that a second runway will bring catastrophic change to the character of our beautiful rural landscape.

We do not want to see our countryside flattened to create another runway. Anyone who has visited Heathrow will be aware of what could happen should this plan ever become a reality.  Our communities are already overflown by aircraft in one of the most congested airspace sectors in the world.  More runway capacity will mean even more movements and ever more frequent disturbance.

The world has moved on since the Government White Paper was published in 2003. Issues of climate change have more importance than ever before.

There is a tension at the heart of national policy. How can the government reconcile its support for Stansted expansion with its commitment to cutting emissions? Uttlesford’s view is that it cannot.

Indeed, in his Budget speech, the Chancellor reaffirmed the government’s support for expansion at Stansted.

But it was clear that this support is inextricably linked to aviation being included in the EU Emissions Trading Scheme.

That is merely an aspiration. And it is not something the government can control.

In the meantime, there are tens of thousands of people whose lives will be affected by this monstrous plan. We must act now – and act together – to expose the conflict in the government’s approach and ensure plans for expansion do not happen.

I spoke earlier about Uttlesford’s politicians being united in this cause. We will continue to stand together to fight this outrageous proposal that would ruin this beautiful part of Essex and Hertfordshire and beyond.
Our message to you all is simple, consistent and will not change – Uttlesford says no to more runways at Stansted.

Thank you.

