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12 August 2005

Department for Transport (DfT) Consultation on Night Flights Restrictions at  Heathrow, Gatwick and Stansted Airports, Stage 2

I enclose a copy of the briefing paper* that Stop Stansted Expansion (SSE) has prepared on this consultation, which closes on 16 September 2005. 

The Department for Transport proposes to allow a 40% increase in the number of night flights at Stansted by 2011/12– reneging on the Government promise to "bear down on the problem of night flights" as set out in the December 2003 Air Transport White Paper.  In the White Paper, the Government promised a "balanced approach" – on the one hand allowing the aviation industry to expand whilst, on the other, strengthening the safeguards for the environment and local communities.  In fact, the DfT is proposing to reduce the current safeguards for our community on this most sensitive of issues, namely, night flights.   

If the current World Health Organisation Guidelines for aircraft night noise were adopted, night flights would be very severely curtailed.  The Government supports the WHO Guidelines but says that it will take 30 years to implement these in respect of night flights.  This timescale is unacceptable and, to add insult to injury, the DfT does not even propose to make a start on implementing the WHO Guidelines over the next six year period and is prepared to allow the night noise climate at Stansted to become significantly worse than it is today.   

We therefore hope that your Council will submit a response to this consultation.  If so, there are three broad options open to you:

1. Make a brief and straightforward submission on the most important points.

2. Make a more detailed submission having regard to some of the more complex or technical issues.

3. Send a simple letter expressing your full support for SSE’s own submission.

We hope that you will be able to pursue one of the first two options, but even as a last resort, the third option is a great deal better than silence (which is generally taken as tacit assent).

The enclosed briefing paper is for those who wish to pursue the first option. Your Council may, of course, wish to ignore most of our paper and quite simply demand an immediate halt to night flights, rather than following SSE’s two stage approach to this (which we have adopted for pragmatic reasons).

For those who wish to make a more detailed submission (second option), we will be publishing SSE’s own detailed response on our website* where you will be able to read, print or download a copy. We expect that this will be within the next ten days.

If you wish us to email you when our detailed response has been put on the website, please send an email to info@stopstanstedexpansion.com with “Night Flights Response Notification Request” in the title.

Those clerks whose Councils have Members who also sit on District or County Councils may wish to inform them that we will be automatically sending a copy of our detailed submission to the relevant Officers and also to the many Councillors who have asked us to keep them informed. 

In view of the disturbance which night flights cause to a great many people in the local community, we hope that you will respond to this extremely important consultation. 

Chris Bennett

Chairman, SSE Noise Group

* Website addresses for electronic copies of relevant SSE documents:

This briefing:   http://www.stopstanstedexpansion.com/documents/SSE_Night_Flights_Submission_Stage2_Summ.doc

Full response: http://www.stopstanstedexpansion.com/documents/SSE_Night_Flights_Submission_Stage2_Full.doc
Stop Stansted Expansion is a working group of the North West Essex and East Herts Preservation Association
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