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(A Working Group of North West Essex & East Herts Preservation Association - NWEEHPA)

P.O. Box 311, Takeley, Bishop's Stortford, Herts CM22 6PY

Telephone 01279 870558

E-mail:     info@stopstanstedexpansion.com
Website:   www.stopstanstedexpansion.com

                                                                                                       
   14 March 2005

Sue Sida-Lockett

Chair 

East of England  Regional Assembly

Flempton House

Flempton

Bury St. Edmunds

Suffolk IP28 6EG
Dear Sue Sida-Lockett,

I am submitting separately, by e-mail, the response of Stop Stansted Expansion (SSE) to the draft East of England Plan. 

SSE is an Action  Group of organisations and individuals under the leadership of the North West Essex and East Herts Preservation Association (NWEEHPA). NWEEHPA was founded in 1964 when it was proposed that Stansted should become London’s third airport. SSE was established in August 2002 in response to the SERAS Consultation Document. SSE (including NWEEHPA) has 7,000 members including more than 100 parish and town councils and special interest societies and groups. 
While this response concentrates on those policies that support or facilitate the expansion of Stansted Airport beyond a throughput of 25 mppa we believe that the Plan as a whole is fundamentally flawed and is therefore unsound both in terms of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act and in terms of Government guidance. In summary:

· EERA has withdrawn its support for the Plan because the projected infrastructure provision is inadequate. This means that the Plan must fail one of the key tests – taking a realistic view of the likely availability of resources.

· The Plan fails to take adequate account of the Sustainability Appraisal Report (SA Report), partly because of the flawed process and partly because of the inherent weaknesses of the policies.  The SA process was initiated late and there was not enough time fully to reflect its findings in the Plan. The SA also makes it clear that a significant source of the drivers for housing and economic growth was external and that the decisions arising from this source had not been the subject of sustainability appraisal. The principle of sustainability should have been applied at every stage of the process, and it is wrong that the Plan should have been determined by decisions that had not been examined against this principle. Finally the SA makes it clear that the extent and pace of change set out in the Plan would work against the achievement of sustainability. 

· The Plan is internally inconsistent. In particular the expansion of Stansted Airport beyond 25 mppa is unsustainable and yet much of the Plan is predicated on that expansion.

· Several policies are incapable of being monitored – a fundamental requirement of soundness.

We urge EERA to withdraw the Plan in its current form and to undertake further work in the following areas:

· to assess the likely realistic level of resources available to implement the plan and to omit all policies and proposals that cannot be financed by these resources

· to identify which policies cannot be achieved sustainably and revise or withdraw them accordingly

· to ensure that all policies are measurable and can be monitored, identify what action is needed to bring them into effect and ensure that clear criteria are given for the policies to be applied in a consistent and effective way.

Yours sincerely

Peter Sanders

Chairman, Stop Stansted Expansion
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