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POSSIBLE FURTHER RUNWAY AT STANSTED AIRPORT
 
The Society for the Protection of Ancient Buildings (SPAB) has re-affirmed its resolute opposition to the expansion of Stansted Airport.  This follows the recent announcement from BAA, the airport’s operator, stating its preferred siting for a second runway should this ever gain planning consent.

SPAB Technical Secretary Douglas Kent commented today: ‘Despite the widespread consultation claimed, BAA’s proposals contain nothing substantially new.  They continue to represent the greatest single threat to historic buildings since the Second World War.  Like some bad aircraft meal, BAA has just re-heated and dressed up something old, then added a token bit of green salad on the side.’
Whilst BAA makes out that somehow it has ‘greened up’ its plans, if these were to materialise the cost to the historic environment would still be extreme.  Furthermore, by appearing to have scaled back on proposals that were even more excessive, BAA hopes to create the illusion that it has made generous compromises.  Not only would numerous listed buildings be demolished outright, but the ancient and intricate web of villages, hamlets and isolated buildings that characterise the area around Stansted would be blighted forever by progressive urbanisation and airport-induced development.  This corner of England would become part of an amorphous, straggling urban-industrial complex.
Doubtless, the SPAB believes, some form of sop will be offered, such as moving mutilated historic buildings from their original location to a synthetic Disneyesque village.  The SPAB is adamant, though, that BAA’s current plans will eventually be scrapped in their entirety and replaced by fresh, young, sustainable thinking.
 

 

Editor's Note: The SPAB is Britain's oldest historic buildings pressure group, founded by William Morris in 1877.  It is the largest of the national amenity societies that by law must be notified of all applications to demolish listed buildings in England and Wales.
 (Ends.)
