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BAA’s STANSTED PLANS SET TO CREATE A HERITAGE DISNEYLAND 

BAA announced today that it wants to dismantle or demolish no fewer than thirteen listed buildings to make way for a further runway at Stansted Airport in Essex. The Society for the Protection of Ancient Buildings (SPAB) has vowed to fight the proposals. The SPAB says that in terms of historic buildings, the plans for expansion at Stansted and Heathrow could pose the most serious threat to historic buildings since the Luftwaffe. 

At Stansted, where detailed proposals have just been revealed, three buildings would be demolished outright. Under planning law, proposals for the demolition of listed buildings would only normally be granted where they are severely damaged or decayed; and almost never when the buildings are in sound condition as in this case. 


BAA suggests that ten listed buildings could be saved by moving them but in reality the airport operator proposes to do little more little more than re-incorporate a proportion of materials salvaged from dismantled buildings into new, replica properties elsewhere. 


Douglas Kent, SPAB’s Technical Secretary, commented: “Old buildings aren't Airfix kits! - and relocation won't save them. Moving a building inevitably causes huge damage to its materials, history and the link with its locality. Local people and visitors want to see the real past of an area, not a Disneyland created by BAA” 


A number of listed buildings have been dismantled by BAA in the past at Stansted when the present terminal building was constructed. Some are still believed to be in storage but, despite promises to the SPAB, the airport company has been unable to provide adequate information. 


In addition, the expansion of the airport would harm the character of ancient buildings, hamlets and settlements much further afield by encouraging urban sprawl along a corridor stretching from London to Cambridge and beyond. 


The area surrounding Stansted is one of the most notable in England for medium-sized and smaller historic buildings, especially timber-framed ones dating from the Middle Ages to the 17th century; there is probably a greater density of timber-framed buildings here than almost any other part of the country. 


The SPAB is extremely concerned that BAA proposes such large-scale destruction of our architectural heritage for the sake of narrow commercial interests at the tail-end of a cheap flights boom. The policy in an area with an exceptional historic environment - such as that surrounding Stansted Airport - should be one of restraint rather than major development.

The SPAB is also strongly opposed to current proposals to build a third runway and sixth terminal at Heathrow and the devastating impact this will have on the historic buildings and landscape in the area. 


For digital images of the buildings at risk, or more information, please contact Douglas Kent on 07786 540391. 
Editor's Note: SPAB is Britain’s oldest building conservation body. It was set up by William Morris to oppose the destructive restorations of the Victorian era and promote the alternative of “conservative repair”. By law it must be notified of applications to demolish listed buildings in England and Wales and comments on hundreds each year. Today its broad remit is to advise, educate and campaign.  The Society also trains architects and craftsmen; produces a range of helpful publications and campaigns on issues like VAT.  It also has a separate section devoted to Mills.
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