

PRESENTATION TO UDC BY RAY WOODCOCK

As Mrs Dunwoody, Chair of the Governments Transport Select Committee would ask, please identify yourself?

I’m Ray Woodcock my permanent address is in Stansted Mountfitchet, but I’m now living in Manuden short-term. I’m speaking on behalf of my two Grandsons, Alfie and Sidney, they are 6 and 2 years, living in Stansted. What is being discussed here will affect their lives much more than mine. The airport is such a long-term problem; remember the young members of our community are totally reliant on us adults making the right decision. 

During the past few days I’ve listened to this meeting, its quite frustrating for me, as a member of the public, when we are not allowed to put questions to the speakers, its even more difficult for me bearing in mind that many of the committee have not or only asked one or two questions to probe and understand some of the difficult issues being presented.

During yesterdays meeting a number of points were made that I wanted to respond to, I now have my opportunity and therefore I’ve split my original presentation into two parts.

The issues raised yesterday and some of my experiences.

The Ramblers Association:

Was asked, and I paraphrase, do you know of the effects on Wildlife? the answer given “I’m not sure but they seem to adapt”. This is of course incorrect, if animals can adapt to what Humans create for them why is the Bird population so dramatically reducing?

LOW COST FLIGHTS; the term has often been mentioned. Mr. O’Brian was surely more accurate; the flights at Stansted are LOW FARE. The flights are not LOW COST they are subsidised by the taxpayer and also by many overseas Local Authorities in terms of subsidised airport charges.

Capacity of the runway at Stansted; it was very interesting what Terry Morgan said at the STACC meeting held on the day BAA submitted its planning application. He reported 35MPPA but mentioned 40MPPA far more often. Its clear what BAA’s intention is, the skies the limit for passenger numbers. It’s easy to estimate passenger movements, 264K flights and assume passenger loading per flight of 150 equals 39.6 million.

Surface access improvements via rail; it is well known that many stations between Stansted and Liverpool St. Station cannot handle 12 carriage trains.  Also the Government will need to heavily invest to purchase the required number of carriages to achieve longer trains; you know better than I how Government is restricting large investments.

A British Rail report published in 1982 identified that significant improvements in the track are necessary to handle the expected airport passenger demand. For a variety of reasons BR did not support the use of Liverpool St. Station as the London terminal they considered St. Pancras was much prefered, it was not to be.

Fuel Costs:

It was said that the cost of aviation fuel has dramatically increased during the past 12 months. Many air carriers such as Ryanair buy their fuel well in advance, the spot market price may have increased but what has happened to Raynairs and Easyjet actual fuel costs?

Employment:

We heard that Stansted is a major employer; I would like to know what the DEMOGRAPHIC spread is of employees is at the airport? BAA should have this data split, Local, London, and Overseas. Is it really bringing jobs to our local community of the sort they want?

Water: BAA’s usage at 21 mppa was 1.69 m ltrs/d; they forecast 2.02 m ltrs/d at 25mppa and 2.83 m ltrs/d at 35mppa. That’s a 40% increase over the current level. Where will the water come from and I’m not thinking via a pipe?

Three Valleys Water said that BAA has adequate capacity I hope you noticed that the reference related to the airport’s water distribution system, e.g. pipe/pump capacity.

Also, is the 2.83 m ltrs/d relate to BAA’s water demand, does it include the industrial undertakings on the airport?

Some of my Experiences

My qualification for talking with you this evening has been gained by meeting 1000’s of people in our region 

and as far as Stratford St. Mary and Ipswich.

I’ve knocked on even more doors selling Community Calendars, answering issues raised by people visiting 

Stop Stansted Expansion’s Information Trailer. I’ve talked with over 900 young people at Junior and Senior 

schools and Colleges in Fyfield, Colchester, Harlow, Bishops Stortford, Claire and many other places. 

The people I’ve spoken with range from 8 years to 93 years; they come from many walks of life, they are quite

a representative bunch of our community.

Talking with these people about the airport has given me a reasonable understanding of what the majority in

our Community think about expansion of Stansted. The majority, just like the surveys I’ve seen, keep saying

OUR COMMUNITY DOES NOT WANT THE AIRPORT TO EXPAND; it’s big enough as it is. 

People fear what it will do to their environment, health, homes and increasingly Climate Change. 

So often they say, it’s good what SSE is doing but the Government and the power of BAA have already 

decided that expansion will happen even though we don’t want it. That’s pretty damming.

Of course there are some who support expansion, a few notable cases are: -

A gentleman from Stebbing did not understand that a second runway at Stansted would increase the airports 

capacity. I want another runway at the airport; he said it won’t affect me.

Then the little girl at one of the schools I visited, she doesn’t want the airport to expand but added, my dad 

does, he does lots of business at the airport. 

And the gentleman, in Much Hadham, I tried to sell him a Community Calendar; there were 5/6 children just a 

few feet away, well within hearing distance? His interest in the airport, I do OK business with the airport,

I don’t care about what happens in the future or the environment, he added he was not interested in the 

children’s future either. I don’t want the airport to expand said one of the kids.

Then gentleman in Saffron Walden, his medical helper asked me into his home to talk with him, he is a 

Paraplegic paralysed from the neck down, permanently in bed. He told me of his concerns, he was a pilot 

before his accident; he is totally opposed to airport expansion on the grounds of its harmful environmental 

effects.

And another pilot who flies from Stansted, his concern is the pressure put on him by the low price carrier he 

flies for; he occasionally takes a few days off to properly re-charge his batteries otherwise he said he might 

make an error resulting in an accident. 

These are just a few of the people I’ve spoken to.

When people like Cllr Bernard Engel, who is supposed to represent the people who elected him, said on 

Monday that he supported some expansion at the airport, and he had not held a survey, he needs to talk with

people in Bishops Stortford/ East Herts., I have and most don’t want expansion.

At various meetings in Stansted Mountfitchet I’ve asked what considerations have been given to the

road leading to Mountfitchet High School, its used every morning and afternoon by children going to

and returning from school. Church Road, has experienced a major increase in road traffic in recent 

years, its traffic going to and from the airport and M11, it’s a rat-run, it’s the result of the changes at junction

8 on the M11 to cater for airport traffic. At sometime, when the children are larking about, and I think 

as they walk home, letting off steam after their day at school, one will go into the road, an accident occurs, a 

child is hurt. This is a situation waiting to happen; it’s just a matter of when. I can’t believe the road is 

acceptably safe, as a Parish council member has told me. 

Roads like this one, and I’m sure there are many, must be considered, it’s too easy to close our eyes to 

potential major incidents for the sake of low fare air journeys; remember it may be your child or family who is 

affected next time.

Mr. David Barron’s summed it up on 20th June he reported, “The conclusion of the report is that this proposal 

(the expansion of the airport) would expect to add about 10 extra road traffic accidents a year, with 10% of 

those being serious/fatal. This would require extra efforts to minimise traffic, and it could be argued that ECC 

already has in place appropriate policies to assist this”. What are these policies?

Last Dec. I was given the opportunity to attend a meeting in Hounslow West London, it was organised by 

school teachers, they are extremely concerned about the effects the thousands of planes going into 

and out of Heathrow have and BAA’s wish to change the flight pattern at the airport. A scientific study has 

shown that Aircraft and road traffic noise could impair cognitive development in children, specifically reading 

comprehension. REF The Lancet. 

Already schools in that area have noise shelters in playgrounds. They try to give the kids the opportunity to 

hear each other when talking in the open-air during breaks. These noise shelters are supposed to reflect the 

noise away from the kids, what an environment for children to grow-up and develop in.

This aircraft noise does not mean a short burst of noise for a few seconds then a pause, it means continual 

increasing then fading noise with NO RESPITE.

Some of the schools have double-glazing to attenuate the noise but this is effective only if the windows are 

closed, what happens during warm days?

Remember, at times flights there are every 45 seconds, is this what you want at Stansted?

The issues I’ve raised may not be the sort that Planners have a statutory requirement to consider.

I would remind those present that common sense and imagination is what we should expect and not always 

 “Statutory Rights”.

Be brave with your decision concerning maximum use of the runway at Stansted airport.

Consider what the community has told you in the various surveys and Referendum that UDC has

Commissioned.

Above all if in doubt decline the application and define the reasons.

Ray Woodcock

Stansted Mountfitchet
