PRESENTATION BY THE HERTFORDSHIRE AND NORTH MIDDLESEX AREA OF THE RAMBLERS ASSOCIATION 

TO UTTLESFORED DISTRICT COUNCIL DEVELOPMENT CONTROL COMMITTEE ON 4 JULY 2006

BAA Application to Increase the Number of Passenger Flights using

Stansted Airport’s Existing Runway Ref UTT/0717/06/FUL

I provide the comments of the Hertfordshire and North Middlesex Area of the Ramblers Association representing its 4600 members and also the Essex Area representing their 6200 members, to this planning application that seeks to increase the number of passenger flights permitted from a ceiling of 25 million currently to 50 million passenger flights a year, using the existing runway. 

We object to this Planning Application because it is not in accord with the Objects of the Ramblers Association, which are

· To protect and preserve the beauty of the countryside, 

· To protect footpaths and 

· To encourage walking to benefit people’s health. 

HOW THE BEAUTY OF THE COUNTRYSIDE WILL BE AFFECTED.

· More roads and car parks will be needed to serve the airport if expansion goes ahead and therefore more beautiful countryside will be destroyed and lost to concrete and paving.

· There will be more pollution in the area from double the number of cars and planes, so damaging the health of people and latterly the flora and fauna through the advent of climate change that this expansion will help speed up through an increase in carbon emissions from aircraft.

· The countryside for miles around will be blighted by the noise from the increased numbers of planes in an area already heavily used by air traffic.

· Hatfield Forest nature reserve is under threat from trains planned to go either through or under the woodland.

· Footpaths may have to be relocated and the quality of the walking will also deteriorate significantly because of the proximity of new roads and the noise from planes.

Once permission is given to increase the ceiling on the number of flights to 50 million passenger flights a year, then there will be further pressure to have a second runway and achieve the aims of having 75 million passenger flights a year. As you know a second runway will destroy miles of countryside, ancient woodlands, historic villages and footpaths with the provision of new roads, motorways and houses. 

The countryside in Hertfordshire and elsewhere is under great threat because of the proposed changes to planning legislation that will make it easier to build on Greenfield sites if approved. The East of England Regional Plan proposes building 100,000 more houses in Hertfordshire. There is also the prospect of airport expansion on the other side of the county at Luton where they want to increase the number of passenger flights from 9 million passengers a year today to 30 million.

CLIMATE CHANGE

Then there is climate change. It does not make sense at this time when Government is encouraging us all to cut back on our carbon emissions by switching off standbys on electrical goods and as local authorities and their communities strive to meet carbon emissions targets, increase recycling and so on, for BAA to be forging ahead to increase the number of passenger flights in a polluting industry such as aviation, tripling the number of passenger flights as is their long term ambition.

The weather here in this country is now hotter and there are many destinations here where holidays could be taken. If it is getting hotter in this country, then it will almost certainly be getting hotter abroad and the demand for holiday flights to the sun could drop. BAA should be thinking in terms of diversifying its business away from Airports in to other areas of sustainable activity.  

Businesses should develop more sophisticated IT that reduces the need to have to fly abroad for face to face contact, so reducing the need to fly. New thinking is needed about the global economy and flying food in from around the world, which is crazy when we have beautiful countryside to grow food in just next door to our population centres. IT could be the solution to the problems of the third world and not trade, which if left to rip unabated will compound the problems caused by global warming for those countries currently suffering from drought and flood because of it as well as our own country.

The countryside should be seen as a valuable green lung and as a resource for healthy activity and should be managed with care. Massive tree planting is needed to help to offset the effects of hot summers and the various as yet unknown but changing aspects of climate change. It is certain that destroying the countryside and the environment is not going to help resolve these impending disasters, but will simply speed them up.

More homes will impact on the regions water resources already over stretched and now with the prospect of having to serve 100,000 houses and those required for busier and larger airports. The Environment Agency web site indicates the effects of climate change on water supplies will be significant whereby rainfall could be halved in the next 40 years. This airport expansion is proposed in an area of the country where water abstraction is already close to being over abstracted with just the existing demand on it without any more. Apart from insufficient water for human needs and consumption, dried up rivers and ponds are a loss to the beauty of the countryside and the landscape and the habitat of the wildlife that relies on them.

In summary, this Planning Application is unsustainable, is unhealthy and does not auger well for the long-term future of the countryside in Hertfordshire and Essex, or the people of the area. The Hertfordshire and North Middlesex Area of the Ramblers Association oppose this Planning Application, in accordance with the terms of their Objects and we trust you will not approve it.



Philip Greswell,



Countryside Secretary,



Hertfordshire and North Middlesex Area,



Ramblers Association.

