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Dear Sir/Madam

I am most concerned by the news that BAA have asked you to remove the cap on growth in the numbers of passengers using Stansted Airport, and urge you to refuse that request. 

I live in London but am a frequent visitor to Alphamstone, near Halstead, and I strongly believe that the result of Stansted’s throughput increasing beyond the 25 million passenger cap currently in place would be against the interests not only of Uttlesford residents, but the whole of Essex.  More noise and interruption from overflying, more road traffic and congestion, busier trains, more pressure on the region’s water supplies, more devastation of landscape for the extra parking that would be built, more air pollution and health/environment related problems, more emissions causing climate change, and more pressure for BAA to call for more night flights, spells a massive lowering of the quality of our life.

I beg you to stand firm and help to keep us out of the spiral that makes our country so unpleasant to be in, that to get away from airport stress, we take a cheap flight to another part of the world that has been sold to us as a haven of peace, only to find that there is no peace left there, because of the number of people running away to find peace there. Please help us to maintain and improve what peace we can have at home so that we can enjoy life where we are without expending loads of aircraft fuel to get away.

I shall feel proud of Uttlesford when I hear that you have stood up against the philosophy of “more is better” which BAA expect you to subscribe to. What we are short of is peace and security – please give us more of that.

Yours sincerely

Antony Melville

cc Cllr Christina Cant   

