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Dear Carol

I am responding to your press release in which you state that SSE believes that this simple principle should command all-party support and is therefore writing to all local Parliamentary candidates asking them to declare their support for a fairer deal for local rail users.

 

The local Liberal Democrats have been campaigning on fairness for rail users in this area, even before SSE was formed, and we were pleased that the local Conservative candidates have now been seen to throw their weight behind our long term campaign. 

Hopefully SEE will issue another Press Release confirming that I support this agenda, and have for many years, to provide a quality of service to the commuting public which have had years of poor and slow service at the expense of the Stansted Express timetabling

 

Only the Liberal Democrats have costed plans to put the passenger first, with plans for a rail renaissance, reopening closed railway lines and new stations and building a High Speed Network to cut journey times to Scotland and the north of England. 

We also want local people to have a say on bus fares and routes in their area. We want to cut the number of lorries on our roads to reduce congestion and cut exhaust fumes. 

 

Only the Liberal Democrats have been honest with the public about exactly how we will pay for our public transport improvements and High-Speed Rail. Our Future Transport Fund will provide ring-fenced funding for the improvements that future generations need if we are to cut our carbon emissions. These plans will shift freight from road to rail, cut carbon, and improve mobility as the rail network begins to run out of capacity.

 

"High speed rail is hugely important, but it is only part of the 21st century rail network Britain needs. Our plans will reopen thousands of miles of track across the country and make our railway great again,” said the Liberal Democrat Shadow Transport Secretary.

The Liberal Democrats have set out radical plans to revitalise the railways by improving and reopening rail lines and stations.

The party will set up a Rail Expansion Fund of nearly £3bn from which councils and transport authorities can bid for money to pay for rail improvement and expansion projects.  This fund will come from cuts to the major roads budget. Commenting, Norman Baker said:

“The Liberal Democrats will transform the railways with the biggest expansion since the Victorian age.

“Labour has allowed the railways to wither on the vine and punished passengers with huge fare hikes while more polluting forms of transport have got cheaper. All the while, the Tories have been sharpening the axe they will take to the transport budget.

“High speed rail is hugely important, but it is only part of the 21st century rail network Britain needs. Our plans will reopen thousands of miles of track across the country and make our railway great again.” 

With best wishes,
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