Planning Inspectorate 

APPEAL BY BAA
STANSTED AIRPORT                                                             18th September 2007
Dear Sir,

My name is Robert Church.

I am a resident of Uttlesford District and I have lived at Cherry Green with my wife and children for more that twenty years. Cherry Green is near the northern take off route and I am here today representing myself and my family. We have witnessed the expansion of Stansted Airport over these twenty years and can therefore speak with first hand knowledge of the detrimental effects that airport expansion has brought to our area.

I wish to make representation to support all of the reasons for refusal that Uttlesford District Council gave and I believe that the Council did properly evaluate the application before the decision to refuse further expansion.

To save time here today I will not then replicate those reasons for refusal but I fully commend them and sincerely hope that they prevail.

The personal point I would make from hard experience is that I find living and working in this district with increasing aircraft noise very difficult, it is becoming unbearable.

It is unbearable because, my family and I simply cannot stand the noise that emanates from the aircraft taking off and landing at very regular intervals. In fact it is true to say that now at peak times there are no intervals just a constant vibration in our ears of aircraft noise. We truly cannot hold a conversation in the morning over the breakfast table nor in the evening over the dinner table and that is inside our house with the windows and doors closed. We have long given up trying to enjoy a pleasant evening eating al fresco; the last expansion has denied us that due to increased unacceptable noise levels bombarding our ears.

At night there is no peace from my noisy neighbour “Stansted Airport” as unbearable noise from the aircraft constantly awakens us throughout the small hours damaging our health by insidiously increasing the stress levels in our bodies. Some mornings we have tears of despair in our eyes as we see that we are reduced to a zombie like state because of sleepless nights.

The only cure for this we find is to actually depart our home and go to stay with friends outside the District whilst the bombardment of noise continues with the aircraft departing on a northerly route.

Over the years I have seen the increase in the associated light pollution, this has had a detrimental effect on our living qualities with a constant glow in the night sky that appears to me as if the sun has not set, any further expansion would only worsen this.
I strive to protect my health and my families’ health and the amenities of my property for present and future occupants and I strive to protect the character of our district. 

I am greatly concerned by the impact this proposal for further expansion would have upon the quality of life for me, my family and the people that reside in our District whose lives and properties would also be affected by the proposed development.
The increased level of activity from any further expansion and the associated communal noise and disturbance of the day to day running from expansion would create disturbance that would be unacceptable to most people. There is no doubt in my mind that the noise from airport expansion so far has severely disrupted our lives and that the noise from any further expansion would mean that our lives would be extremely disrupted.
Even when I may be sleeping an increase in the levels of stress hormones such as cortisol and adrenaline can occur, imperceptibly because I am not conscious of it happening. 
I quote the World Health Organisation as stating “environmental noise” is not just a nuisance; it’s also a potential killer that is ultimately responsible for 3% of all cases of coronary heart disease in Europe.   
I respectfully ask that these points of concern that I present to you today will add to your understanding of why the Council refused the application and I sincerely hope therefore that this appeal is dismissed. 

Yours sincerely

Robert Church
Mr Robert Church

