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I am a retired BBC Television director, producer and executive and have lived in Saffron Walden for over 7 years.  I am the webmaster for the Stop Stansted Expansion website but on this occasion am speaking just for myself.
My overall theme is: 

ENOUGH IS ENOUGH – locally, regionally & nationally
My evidence will cover three topics:

Night Noise in Saffron Walden

Night Noise in Thaxted

Flooding and Climate Change

NIGHT NOISE IN SAFFRON WALDEN
Saffron Walden is a medieval market town with a population of around 15,000 serving a hinterland of another 15,000 people.  It is generally very quiet at night in all parts of the town. The town is due north of Stansted Airport and is approximately 10 miles away as the crow flies. It is not on any particular flight path.
I am a person who needs 8 hours sleep a night – preferably between 11pm and 7am. However, it is not possible to go to sleep before midnight on 3 out of 5 nights because of aircraft noise.

I have analysed BAA’s WebTrack system for flights near my house between 11pm and midnight on the day of this Public Inquiry started – 30 May 2007.

The planes which flew close to my house were:

23.04 hours - 2.5 miles away

23.12 hours - 1.5 miles away
23.14 hours - 1.5 miles away

23.16 hours - 0.8 miles away

23.24 hours - 1.5 miles away

23.28 hours - 0.7 miles away
23.38 hours - 0.9 miles away

23.43 hours - 0.8 miles away

23.52 hours - 0.5 miles away

23.58 hours - 1.3 miles away
So between 11pm and midnight 10 planes flew an average of 1.2 miles from my house, with an average height of 5,000 feet – just under 1 mile.

Between midnight and 2am 5 more planes flew close to my house at:

00.28 hours

00.53 hours

01.16 hours

01.53 hours

01.57 hours

15 planes flying close to my house between 11pm and 2am is:
Annoying

Intrusive

Disturbing
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NIGHT NOISE IN THAXTED
Thaxted is a beautiful town of around 3,000 people with ancient traditions such as the Morris Men.  It’s one of the jewels in the crown for Essex and is a very good example of a quality of life that is worth fighting to preserve and cherish.

Unfortunately, for 3 days out of 5 all planes landing at Stansted fly right over the town.

BAA’s WebTrack system tells us that there are planes flying over Thaxted as low as 1,617 feet above mean sea level. As parts of Thaxted are 320 feet above mean sea level, that means that some planes are flying only 1,297 feet above houses in Thaxted.
To give a sense of what that distance means, the Queen Mary 2 is 1,132 feet long -  
so some planes are flying only 165 feet higher that the length of the Queen Mary 2.
Using WebTrack we find that:

Planes over Thaxted - 11pm to Midnight on 30 May 2007
23:00 - 23:01 - 23:04 - 23:06 - 23:07 - 23:08 
23:10 - 23:12 - 23:13 - 23:15 - 23:17 - 23:18  
23:20 - 23:22 - 23:28 - 23:31 - 23:33 - 23:38 
23:43 - 23:45 - 23:48 - 23:51 - 23:57
So between 11pm and midnight 23 planes flew over Thaxted with an average height above the houses of 1,357 feet – that’s more than 1 plane every 3 minutes!
Planes over Thaxted – Midnight to 7am on 31 May 2007

00:03 - 00:05 - 00:24 - 00:33 - 00:57  
01:14 - 01:21 - 01:53 - 01:58 
02:01- 02:03 
03:05 - 03:14 - 03:22 - 03:26 - 03:29 - 03:47 
05:11 - 05:51 
06:01 - 06:06 - 06:14 - 06:30 - 06:33 - 06:36 - 06:39 - 06:43 - 06:46 - 06:51 - 06:54 - 06:58
Between midnight and 7am 31 planes flew over Thaxted with an average height above the houses of 1,357 feet
So between 11pm and 7am 54 planes flew over Thaxted with an average height above the houses of 1,357 feet
54 planes flying directly over Thaxted at night at a low altitude is quite unacceptable
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FLOODING AND CLIMATE CHANGE
The recent flooding in Gloucestershire and elsewhere was a disaster both for the individuals involved and also for the local, regional and national economies.
The Environment Agency’s website on 22 July 2007 stated that: “Climate change is already beginning to impact on us. Droughts, floods and other weather changes are causing problems that we need to deal with now”.

The Financial Times reported on 23 July 2007 the Head of the Environment Agency, Baroness Young, as saying that: “… the effects of climate change meant more investment was essential and that about £1bn a year was needed to improve defenses”.

The Government’s Chief Scientific Officer, Sir David King, said on BBC Radio on 24 July 2007:  “I think that climate change is a factor in a sense that this underlying upward trend of increased rainfall is a factor”.

The Prime Minister, Gordon Brown, was quoted on the No 10 Downing Street website on 24 July 2007 as saying: “We're looking, if you like, at 21st Century extreme weather conditions”.  That can only be a reference to climate change.

The Chief Scientific Officer, Sir David King, said in January 2004: “In my view, climate change is the most severe problem that we are facing today, more serious even than the threat of terrorism.” 
Former USA President, Bill Clinton, said in January 2006: “First, I worry about climate change. It's the only thing that I believe has the power to fundamentally end the march of civilization as we know it, and make a lot of the other efforts that we're making irrelevant and impossible.” 
25mppa at Stansted Airport equates to the equivalent of 5,000,000 tonnes of global warming CO2 pa.
There can be no possible case to increase this – indeed, it must be significantly reduced.
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