Statement by Mary Sartin. Epping Forest District Council    Inquiry Reference
My name is Mary Sartin. I have lived in Roydon for the past 10 years and, before that, in   East Hertfordshire for 14 years. I am speaking today on behalf of Epping Forest District Council where I sit as the member for Roydon Ward.

I have been authorised to speak on behalf of the Council by the Leader of Council, 

Cllr Mrs Di Collins, a letter to that effect having been sent to Mr Boyland. 
I am aware of the written objections that have already been submitted by the Head of Planning and Economic Development, Mr John de Wilton Preston, on behalf of Epping Forest District Council on 27th November 2006 and 30th January 2007.

Background
Epping Forest District covers a large area of rural and urban land abutting the London Boroughs of Redbridge, Waltham Forest and Enfield to the south and south east, Broxbourne Borough and East Hertfordshire District to the west and north west respectively and Uttlesford to the north. It also has boundaries on three sides of Harlow and borders Chelmsford to the east.

As such it is the more northerly areas of the district that are most affected by flights landing and taking off from Stansted. This area is rural in character, farmland interspersed with a large number of hamlets and larger villages including Roydon, Nazeing and Sheering. This area has a vast network of country roads and part of the main West Anglia line running through it. A sizeable stretch of the M11 passes through the District from north of Sheering to south of Chigwell.

As a Council, EFDC has opposed further expansion of Stansted Airport when it has been felt to be appropriate. This current appeal against the decision by Uttlesford District Council to refuse the application to remove the current restriction limiting passenger numbers to 25 million per year and to vary the condition ATM1 to allow 264,000 air traffic movements per year is asking too much of the people living within the areas affected by the airport.

What Effect?

The parishes of Nazeing, Roydon and, to a lesser extent, Epping Upland all lie on the flight paths for aircraft landing on Runway 05. With approximately 35% of all landings arriving from the south west this already has considerable impact on those living in the area. There is already concern among residents whose sleep patterns are disturbed by night flights. Even though the night quota restricts these flights, the reality is that many of them are cargo planes and as such are often noisier.

Of the three parishes mentioned, Roydon is probably the worst affected by flights into Runway 05. Planes approach from both north west and south east of the village, taking their final line up to run into the airport at a point somewhere between Lower Nazeing and High Wych. By the time they reach Roydon they are usually around 2000+ feet but below 3000 feet. Pleasant summer afternoons in gardens in the area can already be frequently interrupted to a degree where conversations have to be paused to allow a plane to pass over. Runway 05 seems to be used most frequently on calmer days and also when a north easterly wind is blowing. The impact of this noise pollution can only increase with the number of ATMs being allowed during the year. The reality is that the greater number of these flights are going to be during the summer months with people taking holiday flights to parts of Europe and beyond.

To a lesser extent areas in the north of the District are affected by departures from Runway 23. Those flights using the Dover route over-fly the villages of Sheering, Matching and the Lavers before ascending over Ongar. The current numbers using this route is not great but, again, with the increase in ATMs per year there is inevitably going to be an increase in traffic on this route bringing with it a greater impact on these communities.

The idea of an ‘airport in the countryside’ was obviously seen as something that would have the least affect on the fewest number of people. The reality is that as the airport endeavours to grow so a greater number of people will be affected. Currently the majority of aircraft using the airport are smaller planes used mainly by low budget airlines. In order to grow the number of passengers to 35MPPA it is inevitable that ever-larger planes will be using the airport. We already know that more transatlantic routes are opening up. These larger planes are going to increase the environmental impact on the area, exposing the residents to more noise and emissions.

Knock-on Effect

Epping Forest District is not only affected by the over-flying of aircraft from Stansted but also from stacking aircraft going to other London airports. We also sit within the corridor that is used by the majority of passengers travelling to and from the airport. 

The main road access, the M11, is obviously not only used by airport traffic. However, increasing numbers of vehicles on this route will be travelling to and from Stansted. With an increase to 35 MPPA this already heavily congested road will see ever more traffic on it at a time when there are no agreed plans in place for widening it. The often slow moving and periodically stationary traffic release ever-greater amounts of CO2 emissions into the atmosphere. Any problems that occur between junctions 6 and 7 on the M11 leading to closures means traffic being diverted off the motorway and through the town of Epping. This increases the congestion on already heavily used roads and has a huge environmental affect on the residents.

The main Stansted/Liverpool Street line passes alongside Roydon and Lower Sheering. At both these points the line crosses roads served by level crossings and which allow access to and from these villages and hence to other parts of the District. With increased numbers of passengers using the rail system to enter and leave the airport it must be envisaged that a combination of longer trains and more of them will be using the line.  

Already both crossings create considerable tailbacks of traffic, particularly at peak periods. 

On the present timetable, between 8am and 9am, 17 trains pass through Roydon, of which 8 are travelling to and from Stansted Airport. The peak evening period of 4.30pm to 6.30pm sees 27 trains pass through Roydon station of which 20 are going to or coming from Stansted.

At peak evening periods Roydon is already brought to a complete standstill for the length of the High Street and often onto Harlow Road, sometimes for a total distance of up to half a mile. Apart from the frustration that this causes local residents, as well as those travelling through, there is again an issue of CO2 emissions from stationary and slow moving vehicles. At the top end of the High Street most of the houses are set up to the highway with only the width of the pavement between them and the road. While not seeing the same build-up of traffic there are other times during the day when a considerable number of cars can be waiting for the gates to open. With crossing gates having to close more frequently and for longer, albeit fractional amounts of time, the situation is going to ever worsen.

At Lower Sheering similar problems of slow moving and stationary traffic exist. Queues can stretch up to a third of a mile from the crossing along Sawbridgeworth Road. As drivers become more frustrated with the thought of waiting in these lines of traffic they seek alternative routes which involve the use of very narrow country lanes which are not suitable for the amount of traffic using them or the speeds that drivers travel along them. 

Whilst acknowledging that BAA are aware of these problems it does not take away from the fact that there is no easy solution and that the problem is only going to increase as passenger numbers rise to 35 MPPA. 

I completely concur with the case that others have put forward for the need to reduce our CO2 emissions. With the push being made for us all to reduce our own carbon footprints it would appear unwise at this time to advocate increased numbers of passengers passing through Stansted Airport leading to increased numbers of ATMs per year.

As Stansted grows as an airport so does the number of people and flights that pass through it on an annual basis so its impact is going to be felt further afield from the immediate surrounds of the airport itself. For people living in the more northern areas of Epping Forest District this is already a reality. 

For the sake of those already affected and for whom the affects will increase if this appeal is allowed, and for those living further south who may yet find themselves more directly affected, I would urge you to recommend that the appeal is dismissed. 
