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BAA’s second runway proposal poses major threat to ancient Hatfield Forest 
The National Trust is seriously concerned for the future of the ancient Hatfield Forest in Essex, in response to BAA’s announcement today of the location of the proposed second runway at Stansted Airport. 
Despite the recent rejection by Uttlesford District Council of BAA’s application to maximise use of the existing runway at Stansted airport, the British Airways Authority is continuing to plan for a second runway, which could have a devastating impact on the future of Hatfield Forest. 

The second runway would potentially triple the number of passengers using the airport, and continue to dramatically increase the number of planes flying close to the medieval hunting forest which is home to many ancient trees, several hundred species of rare moths, flies, plant, fungi and lichen and 65 species of breeding birds. 
Although BAA have announced the second runway would operate in ‘segregated mode’, there is nothing to stop this runway being used in a ‘mixed mode’ at a later date, which would then see aircraft taking off and landing directly over Hatfield Forest. 

The proximity of planes immediately above this site would have a severely harmful affect on species living within the forest, as well as the thousands of people that visit every year. 

The National Trust objects to BAA’s proposal as it makes no recognition of the contribution to climate change from the greater use of cars and flights to and from Stansted airport. Ancient woodland like Hatfield Forest is especially vulnerable to climate change, with many species unable to survive rapid environmental change. 
BAA’s second runway plan is at odds to the both the Government’s and National Trust’s policies on climate change and sustainable development.
Jenny Hawley, Policy Officer for the National Trust in the East of England, says: ‘BAA’s plans would spell disaster for Hatfield Forest and the quality of life of thousands of local people. Peaceful enjoyment of this vital green space would be absolutely impossible and wildlife would suffer enormously.’    
Notes to Editors 
The National Trust has been actively responding to expansion proposals at Stansted for over 25 years. 
The National Trust believes the proposals for the expansion of Stansted not only impact Hatfield Forest and its local environment but also nationally and globally will contribute to on-going climate change.

For more information see: www.nationaltrust.org.uk/main/w-vh/w-visits/w-findaplace/w-hatfieldforest/w-hatfieldforest-save.htm
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