Cllr Mark Gayler

Statement to Development Control Committee – 29th November 2006

Stansted Airport Application for expanded use of existing runway 

When I addressed the committee on the 7th July I said that the application being considered here is probably the most important issue to be considered by this council in the current four year term, and emphasised the importance of getting it right. We are here to represent local people, and we need to ensure that the decision taken is the right one for our community. But it can only be the right decision if it is determined on proper planning grounds, based on the evidence before us.

It has therefore been vital for us to examine the application carefully and with the utmost vigour. The work that has been done over the last six months in conducting an open and transparent process with maximum involvement of all interested parties, in order to examine the evidence has therefore been of vast importance. This has brought us to a position where we can take a decision that will stand up to close scrutiny.

The officers report before you recommends refusal of the application with nine reasons for refusal. The evidence is clear. The impact of the proposed increase in flights and passengers would have an unacceptable impact on noise levels, air quality and the overall quality of life. BAA has failed to address these issues in a sufficiently robust or sustainable manner through this application, and has also failed to produce adequate proposals to improve the rail service and show how they would deal with increased road traffic in a sustainable way.

In addition concerns about climate change are increasing, and Government policy in response to the Stern Report is still developing. All the evidence says that the Government must start to heed the warnings on climate change, and would be irresponsible not to. It is right that we should take this issue into account in making our decision.

So I urge the committee to support the recommendations before it and refuse the application.  Moreover I would urge the committee to come to a unanimous decision to refuse the application. A unanimous decision will send out a strong message about the strength of evidence and the strength of our resolve to protect the environment in which we live. 

