27 February 2004

The Rt. Hon. Sir Alan Haselhurst MP

From the Secretary or State

The Rt Hon Margaret Beckett MP

Dear Alan,

Thank you for your letter of 6 February enclosing one from Mr K McDonald, 2 Greenfields, Stansted about the environmental impact of air travel.

The paper to which your constituent refers "Aviation and Global Warming" was recently published by DfT and contains an analysis of the impact of emissions from the proposals in the Air Transport White Paper. I can assure you that Defra Ministers and officials have worked closely with colleagues at the Department for Transport over the past year to develop this document and the policies outlined in the Government's Air Transport White Paper. As a result, the Government's long term aviation policy has repeated our commitment to taking a lead on climate change and recognises the need for aviation to take its share of responsibility for tackling the impact of air transport on global warming. The implementation of the policies and measures outlined in the Air Transport White Paper will be an important step in dealing with emissions from the aviation sector.

Your constituent's letter mentioned the work of the International Civil Aviation Organisation (ICAO) to address the impact of aviation emissions on the environment. Officials from DfT, Defra and DTI recently represented the UK at a meeting of ICAO's Committee on Aviation Environmental Pollution. It was agreed that work will continue on the design of a mandatory international emissions trading scheme but it is recognised that the need for consensus among the participating states in ICAO means that it is likely to take some time before an international scheme is in operation.

This is why, amongst other measures announced in the Air Transport White Paper, the UK has clearly stated that we will press the Commission and our EU colleagues to include intra-EU air services in the forthcoming EU emission trading scheme and we will make this a priority for the UK Presidency of the EU in 2005, with a view to aviation joining the scheme from 2008, or as soon as possible thereafter. If the EU can lead by example and demonstrate through successful inclusion of intra EU aviation emissions in the EU emissions trading scheme that this is a practicable and effective way forward to tackle aviation emissions, it should help advance similar action at international level.

The White Paper can be downloaded from the Department for Transport website

(www.dft.gov.uk/aviation/whitepaper) or alternatively purchased from the Stationery

Office (telephone 0845702 3474) price £25. A free summary leaflet is also available

(telephone 0870 122 6236, quoting reference 03RALMS01843).

Sincerely

MARGARET BECKETT

