MAGGIE SUTTON
ADDRESS TO UTTLESFORD DISTRICT COUNCIL
(Development Control Committee) 29 November 2006 

Thank you for allowing me to speak to you on this day, and forgive me for reading from my notes.

Last week's announcement by your officers recommending that you reject this planning application was very welcome news.  

                                      .

We all recognise that for many months the application has weighed heavily on the shoulders of all Uttlesford councillors - as has the decision you are about to make now.

Speaking as a member of Stop Stansted Expansion, BUT, also, as a member of this community we are very pleased to see that your attention has been drawn – once again – to the very many concerns of our community and the impacts expansion is already having, even without further growth.  

We have been through many dark days since the Air Transport White Paper announcement.  As a community we have fought hard, given much and learnt a great deal. 

We have believed from the very beginning that Uttlesford was just too beautiful and too special to be lost to further airport growth.   That money and big business should not be placed before people, loss of homes, heritage and communities - THEIR health and a good nights sleep.

Unsustainable aviation growth must, of course, be considered today - both locally and globally, not only for this generation but for those to come.  For our children and their children who will be our judges and who will have to bear the consequences of your actions.  

Members – we look to you today to be our voice.  To draw to the attention of the wider public that we consider enough is enough when it comes to any further expansion of Stansted Airport. 

Our greatest hope and desire is that you will take on board the recommendations of your officers AND the strongly held convictions of this community.

You can do this by rejecting the application unanimously – a move which will send a clear signal to BAA, the Government and others that this community not only takes its responsibilities seriously, but will fight tooth and nail – TOGETHER – to do the right thing. 

Finally, if you turn down this application, we would urge BAA not to appeal against your decision.  An airport serving 25 million passengers a year is enough to ask any community to deal with.  The consequences for the planet with even more airport expansion is just too much to bear.

Stop the blight.  Give us back our futures.  Grant us peace of mind.   
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