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XX/07/06
PRESS RELEASE: FOR IMMEDIATE USE
The public say ‘Slow down the growth in air travel’
An important research study has been undertaken by Ipsos MORI for the AET.  The results show:

· When told about climate change dangers, the public favour slowing down the growth in air travel, with support outweighing opposition by three to one. 
· A policy aimed at slowing down the growth in air travel attracts more support than opposition among men, women, all age groups, all socio-economic groups,  among supporters of all political Parties and across the North, Midlands and South of Britain – and that is true whether or not people are told facts about climate change.  

· In a ratio of six to one the public think that protecting the environment should be given priority over economic growth in the air travel industry – the exact opposite of the emphasis in the Air Transport White Paper.

· The government’s reluctance to raise air passenger duty is widely thought to be based on a belief that to do so would be unpopular.  That belief is shown to be false.  On balance the public support doubling the air passenger duty and, when told about climate change, the ratio is over two to one.  Doubling the tax has greater support than opposition among men and women, among all age groups, all socio-economic groups and across the North, Midlands and South of Britain.  Even among those who fly frequently more support doubling the tax than oppose it. 

· The idea of a big tax increase, putting £20 on a flight to Paris and £200 on a flight to Australia, would be considered by most politicians to be a guaranteed vote loser.  This survey shows that - if a government could demonstrate that all the money raised were to be spent on the environment, or on better health and education – a clear majority of the public (at least three to one) would accept these large tax rises.

Speaking for AET, Peter Lockley said:  ‘We started from the position adopted by the government, and the airlines, that the public are opposed to any restraint or tax on air travel.  The research was designed to see whether the public would accept a change of policy if a government were to spell out the climate change dangers.

‘In fact what the research shows is that the public have already got the message.  The balance of public opinion is in favour of slowing down the growth in air travel, and for increasing tax on flying, even before the climate change situation is explained.’  

For more information from -

AET

 contact Peter Lockley on 0207 248 2223 / 07976 899091

Ipsos MORI 
contact Andy Byrom on 020 7347 3000

Notes

1.
The Ipsos MORI survey comprised in-home face-to-face interviews with 2,050 adults aged 15+ throughout Great Britain, with 1,001 interviews conducted using one version of the questionnaire containing background text about the relationship between aviation and climate change, and 1,049 conducted using a second version without this information.  The sample is nationally representative, and interviews were conducted in 195 sampling points between 8-12 June 2006.  Results are weighted to the GB population profile in terms of gender, age, Government Office Region (GOR) & work status. 

2.
The Airfields Environment Trust is the charitable arm of the Aviation Environment Federation.

3.  A full copy of the report, the questionnaire and the computer tables showing the detailed results is on the web site www.aef.org.uk.  Full survey results can also be viewed on the Ipsos MORI website www.ipsos-mori.com   
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