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The following represents the views of the Little Easton Parish Council (“LEPC”) in respect of the consultation initiated by BAA on Stansted Generation 2

1. The LEPC is totally opposed to the further expansion of Stansted Airport.

2. The LEPC fully supports the response to this consultation submitted by Stop Stansted Expansion to Mr Terry Morgan dated 31 January 2006.

3. The LEPC sees no need for further capacity at Stansted since the current runway is more than sufficient to cover local demand. To attract passengers from other parts of the country is both highly inefficient and highly costly in environmental terms. Before further developing Stansted, extra provision should be made at other regional airports. 

4. The LEPC regards the current consultation as totally inadequate since it does not  i) give details on the key questions of flight paths or night flights; ii) give details on access routes by road and rail or their costs; iii) deal with the key question of pollution; or iv) specify how the new runway would be financed. It cannot therefore be regarded as a serious basis for discussion.

5. The LEPC believes that the level of pollution from the existing runway is already excessive for the local community. A further runway would double pollution a prospect that is totally unacceptable.

6. The main priority in considering any further runway capacity should be to minimise the destruction of the exceptional countryside that characterises the area and minimise negative effects for the local community. This clearly has not been a priority in the current consultation and hence the LEPC rejects all the options presented under this consultation.

7. Given the priorities outlined in 5. above, consideration should only be given to the use of the land to the West of the existing runway which already suffers from the noise generated by both the existing runway and the M11. This would minimise the unnecessary destruction of countryside. Plan D is not an acceptable option since the proposed runway is set unnecessarily far north.

8. In the light of the above, the LEPC does not regard the questionnaire produced by BAA for this consultation as having any validity.

9. The LEPC urges BAA and the Government to reconsider their proposals in the light of the current environment of rising oil prices and global warming before inflicting a white elephant on the local community and depriving future generations of an area of outstanding beauty. 
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