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11 June 2004

Dear Mr Morgan

Stansted expansion

The communities of Much Hadham and Little Hadham have joined forces to oppose further expansion of Stansted Airport. The initiative is led by the parish councils in both communities. The two councils, individually, have voiced their opposition to airport expansion and now feel a united approach is required to help defeat proposals in the Government’s recent White Paper on the future of aviation.

Our first measures are to make a joint response, via this letter, to various communications from BAA Stansted, and to invite you and your team to take part in a question and answer session in the near future in The Hadhams to enable the two communities to better understand the issues surrounding proposed expansion.

In summary, our view is that the proposed airport expansion is based on an out-dated predict and provide approach that is unsustainable economically, socially and environmentally. Our comments on particular issues, including those raised in BAA’s various recent communications, are as follows:

· In his letter to parish councils offering to ‘talk and listen to all those in the wider community’, Chris Butler, Business Development and Planning Director, refers to ‘sustainable growth’ in the context of the application to increase capacity to 35 mppa. Our position is that expansion of Stansted – greater use of the existing runway as well as the proposed second runway - falls far short of the Government’s declared commitment to sustainable development. 

BAA and the Government seem determined to ignore independent evidence to this effect as well as the views of the Government’s own Sustainable Development Commission which said that ‘the case for expansion of airports in the South-East has not been made’.

Chris Butler argues the benefits to the local economy despite low unemployment in this region and an over-heated economy in the South East. An enlarged Stansted would simply distort the local labour market. 

· In ‘Plane Talk’ sent to us by Mark Pendlington, you refute the suggestion that Stansted is a ‘white elephant’. Yet BAA’s latest figures show that despite increased passengers, operating profit is down. With opposition from BA and other major airlines, Stansted remains heavily dependent on the low-cost sector with both Ryanair and easyJet - together accounting for over 90 per cent of your business - under intense competitive pressure. If either carrier refused to pay higher charges due to airport expansion, or re-located, Stansted would be totally unviable. We also wonder what the consequences would be if pressure to remove BAA’s monopoly status were to be successful and Stansted was forced to survive as a truly stand-alone business.

‘Plane Talk’ says that noise claims are ‘over the top’ but in The Hadhams, noise is a serious concern. Residents are worried about the prospect of more noise from greater use of the existing runway as well as uncertainty about changes to flight paths and stacking areas. There is also deep concern about the risk of more night flights if Stansted’s freight business grows as predicted.

· Your earlier ‘Generation 2’ leaflet on the White Paper claims that ‘few, if any, people would be exposed to levels of pollution above EU limits’ yet no environmental health assessment was carried out prior to the White Paper. The Government has recently lowered its carbon dioxide emissions targets and has just been exposed for attempting to conceal sharp increases in gases responsible for climate change. The largest increase – approaching 100 per cent – was from air transport. The Environment Audit Committee has called the White Paper ‘the most glaring example of the failure of Government to put sustainable development at the heart of policy making’, and the Government’s chief scientist has said that if global warming continues, the Antarctic could be the only habitable continent within 100 years.

· On other matters, we are concerned about destruction of heritage, countryside and whole communities; the impact of airport expansion on our infrastructure – especially roads – and on water supply in the driest region in the country. Airport expansion is a major factor in plans to build an unsustainable number of homes in the region, causing creeping urbanisation.

· Air safety is also of concern. We note that recently the head of Europe’s air traffic control system stated that by 2020 ATC systems across Europe will not be able to cope and that today’s technology cannot provide the solution.

From the above you will understand that communities in The Hadhams are strongly opposed to airport expansion not from a position of Nimbyism but because the proposals are unsustainable both for this region and in a wider global context.

We would appreciate your comments. We also hope that you will accept our invitation to take part in a public debate in the very near future.

Yours sincerely

Martin Dillon




Tony Skidmore

The Hadhams

Representing the Parish Councils of Much Hadham and Little Hadham

PRESS RELEASE     

10 June 2004 

The Hadhams unite against Stansted growth

Communities in Much Hadham and Little Hadham have formed an alliance to oppose expansion of Stansted Airport. 

The parish councils of Much Hadham and Little Hadham have, individually, expressed opposition to a bigger airport and both have supported the Stop Stansted Expansion campaign. Now they have decided that a united approach would give them a stronger voice in highlighting issues that particularly affect The Hadhams when talking direct to Government or BAA as well as in continued support for SSE.

In one of its first moves, the two parish councils have written to Terry Morgan, managing director of Stansted Airport, inviting him to attend a question and answer session to address key issues worrying people in the villages.

“Noisy aircraft on the flight path over The Hadhams has been a growing problem,” says Martin Dillon, chairman of Much Hadham Parish Council. “The prospect of more traffic using the existing runway, to say nothing of the prospect of a second runway, has forced us to become much more vociferous.

“All the evidence – at least, all the independent evidence – has convinced us that airport expansion is unsustainable. Quite apart from the destruction of heritage and countryside, the whole region would suffer the blight of noise and pollution.”

The parish councils contest the so-called economic benefits of a bigger airport, and question Stansted’s viability in the light of the airport’s reduced profits and its dependence on the low-cost sector, which is facing stiff competition.

Added Tony Skidmore, chairman of Little Hadham Parish Council, “We are appalled that the Government dismisses its own Sustainable Development Commission’s verdict that the case for airport expansion in the South East has not been made. It is worrying that the Government has lowered its targets for emissions and tried to conceal the increase in gasses responsible for climate change caused by aircraft.”

The Hadhams campaigners are concerned about air safety and the recent statement from the head of the European air traffic control system that by 2020, the skies over Europe will not be able to cope with the planned increase in airplanes and that the technology does not exist to solve the problem.

