 Stansted, Essex      

02 February 2004  

The Rt Hon Margaret Beckett, MP

Secretary of State, Dept for Environment, Food & Rural Affairs

Nobel House, 17 Smith Square, London, SW1P 3JR

Dear Mrs Beckett,

Global warming and aviation

I was surprised that Tony McNulty announced in the House of Commons on 26 January that “the Department” would publish a paper on this subject. By Department, I presume he meant the DfT.

I am concerned that the DfT may be seeking to defend its unsustainable position on aviation by going onto the offensive. Surely such a paper whose prime focus ought to be the environment, not aviation, should come from DEFRA, not DfT?

Further, I understand that a meeting of the ICAO is scheduled for later this year. Can the UK Government press for action, rather than delaying tactics, from this body?

In the Aviation White Paper, Annex B: Emissions Trading, paragraph 9 says, “the International Civil Aviation Organisation (ICAO) in 2001 endorsed the development of an open emissions trading scheme for international aviation, and requested the ICAO Council to develop, as a matter of priority . . . progress is likely to take time“. This delay is an unacceptable interpretation of the word “priority” in respect of such an important issue.  Is it not time that the UK Government initiated some real action to curb the damage being done by aviation? If the world is relying on the ICAO, surely they must be given deadlines and ultimatums by the world community?
Could you please let me know what action your Department is taking to reduce the damage being done to the planet by aviation, with particular reference to these points. 

I have copied this letter to my Member of Parliament, Sir Alan Haselhurst.

Yours sincerely,

Ken McDonald

