My Name is Keith Artus, District Councillor for Broad Oak and the Hallingbury’s, a constituency almost as near to the airport as you can get.

We have lived with this ‘Airport in the countryside’ for many years, including of course the time of the Jumbo jet crash witnessed by those in Great Hallingbury.

And whilst Stansted remains just that, an airport in the countryside, there is at best an acknowledgement that it is a neighbour, albeit a noisy one for those unfortunate enough to be woken early in the morning or disturbed constantly during the day.

However, at 15 million passengers per year the airport exceeded it’s countryside description, becoming and being renamed a ‘Gateway’, and if planning permission were to be granted for more than 25 million passengers, and possibly up to 45-50 million in years to come, i.e. a doubling of the existing size on one runway alone, it would indeed be the environmental catastrophe the inspector at the last public enquiry predicted and said should never be allowed to happen.

With aircraft emissions being one of the fasted growing sources of greenhouse gasses, with noise pollution disrupting our lives, from vulnerable schooldays to old age, not forgetting the intolerable increased loads on our underinvested road and rail networks, expansion would indeed be an environmental disaster.

For the sake of our communities, for Uttlesford and its neighbouring district and county councils, and to set an example to the UK as a whole, this application must be refused.

And if Tony Blair would live up to his claim in the Queen’s Speech that reducing global warming is this generation’s greatest challenge, he and his Government will support a rejection by this council.

On sound planning grounds, on environmental grounds, on sustainability grounds and on financial grounds, I urge Uttlesford District Council Planning Control Committee to DO YOUR DUTY for your community.  owever, at 15
