                      Presentation to UDC from Jonathan Fox on 6th July 2006

I was once asked what I remember as the most important lesson or issue from my school years.  I can say without hesitation, that a BBC programme for schools on climate change was the one thing that left a lasting impression with me as a testimonial to seven years of secondary school education.

I looked on your web site this morning while preparing for my submission you and I noticed that UDC is a signatory to the Nottingham Declaration on climate change. This commits you to tackling the causes and effects of climate change; these are your words not mine!

As all of us in this room know, aviation is the fastest growing contributor to climate change. Curiously, BAA states that full use of R1 is only a minor change but they are being disingenuous with the facts, as this proposal would result in an increase of passenger numbers from the current 22 mpma to nearly 50 mpma. It would also see an extra 80,000 flights per annum and 250,000 extra passengers travelling to and from the airport weekly! It would also result in an extra 5 million tonnes of CO2 being pumped into the atmosphere at a time when it is acknowledged that climate change is the most serious threat facing the planet both on a global as well as parochial level.

It is not coincidental that the East of England Regional Assembly’s own Sustainable Appraisal Report came out against full use of R1 due to the unsustainability of these proposals from BAA!

The Aviation White Paper highlights the fact that CO2 emissions from aviation will increase to 59/66 million tonnes by 2030, double the level of 2000. If I can indulge the Committee, I would like you to hear these cherry-picked portions from responses to letters my wife and I wrote to political parties of all persuasions concerning 
The Consultation on options for future development of air transport in UK

I will read them to you and identify the author of each response at the end: 

Lib Dems: we believe that air transport policies must be based on the principle of sustainability so that we do not cause long term damage to the environment; we should not leave future generations to pick up the cost of our current activities!

Bill Rammell

If aviation takes no further action, CO2 reductions under Kyoto could be offset by30/50% by 2012 simply thru aviation emissions!

UDC

Working closely with local organisations MPs and other local authorities to ensure this part of Essex remains as unspoilt as possible!

Finally, I like you have committed myself to a lifetime (27 years in the emergency services) in public service. As I concluded to Mr Pine in my letter to UDC in May, you are truly charged with an awesome responsibility. You have to make the choice between the expansionist aims of the aviation industry and protecting the communities threatened by the spectre of the large scale environmental destruction that full use of R1 at Stansted would cause.

We are all the custodians of this planet. You must send a message both locally and globally that you are not prepared to cave in to these proposals from BAA. I urge you to reject this application.

Jonathan Fox

On behalf of my wife Nina

