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Dear Mr. Mitchell,

Increased Usage of the Existing Runway beyond 25mppa at Stansted Airport.

At the Hatfield Heath Parish Council meeting, attended by all councillors on 25 January 2006, the council was unanimous in its opposition to any increased use of Stansted Airport beyond the 25million passengers per annum currently approved by Uttlesford District Council.

In support of the well founded objections succinctly conveyed by the Stop Stansted Expansion campaign, Hatfield Heath has specific concerns which emphasise those objections. 

As you are aware, Hatfield Heath lies directly under the Dover and Clacton Noise Preferential Routes for Stansted Airport and consequently suffers the noise blight due to ever more frequent flights particularly the large cargo aircraft that take off on a very shallow trajectory. School lessons, recreational meetings and religious services are frequently interrupted due to this noise particularly in the summer months. We are reconciled to the currently approved increase to 25 million passengers per annum, which in itself is around 20% increase over today’s traffic; to go beyond that will impose a dramatic reduction in the quality of life for the residents of Hatfield Heath and surrounding communities.  

Hatfield Heath is also a crossroads between the urban areas of Great Dunmow, Braintree, Chelmsford, Bishops Stortford and Harlow on the A1060 and B183. Consequently we are seeing an increase of road traffic servicing the airport with the attendant increase in air pollution, noise and road safety risks. We have a primary school and a large public recreational green adjacent to these roads. We are also seeing initial signs of off-airport parking in the village, where residential parking is already a major challenge. 

We request that you bring our objections to the attention of the Planning Committee when they deliberate on the BAA application.

We feel sufficiently strongly about this, to request that neither Uttlesford District Council Officers nor Councillors enter into any negotiations, section 106 or any other, with BAA on mitigating benefits for an increase in runway usage above that currently approved. To do so implicitly accepts the BAA case for such an increase. 

Yours sincerely
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Ernie Fenwick

Clerk to Hatfield Heath Parish Council 

Cc
Sir Alan Haselhurst MP;
Mr Alasdair Bovaird Chief Executive UDC

Cllr Susan Flack ECC;
Cllr Mark Lemon UDC
