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AIRPORTS: Stansted expansion plan is 'flawed'

The Government and airports authority BAA have been accused to
attempting to 'slip through' a second runway at Stansted Airport.

As BAA announced their planning application for Stansted, Shadow
Secretary of State for Transport, Theresa Villiers said, "While all
eyes are turned towards Heathrow expansion, the Government and BAA are
trying to slip through a commitment to a new runway at Stansted as well.

"The Government's 'predict and provide' approach to expansion at
Stansted is wholly discredited. There is no credible economic case for a
second runway at the airport. Today's swingeing increase in landing
charges at Heathrow and Gatwick confirm Conservative predictions that
expansion of Stansted could only be funded through cross-subsidy within
this monopolistic organisation.

"Ruth Kelly should open her eyes and look at the local and
environmental impact of a new runway at Stansted and drop her support
for BAA's flawed proposals."

Liberal Democrat Transport spokesman Norman Baker said, "As more
airport expansion plans are unveiled it's clear that the Government's
climate change policy is full of hot air.

"Air travel is the fastest growing source of greenhouse gas emissions
in the UK, yet BAA and the Government continue with an outdated aviation
policy.

"The Government's air travel strategy needs to be determined by the
needs of the environment, passengers and affected local communities, not
the needs of BAA's shareholders.  Aviation needs to live within its
means."

BAA propose a second runway and new terminal to be built by 2015. This
would 68 million passengers a year by 2030.
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