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8th March 2006

Dear Mr Morgan,

At its meeting on March 2nd  Fyfield Parish Council were asked to respond to BAA’s December 2005 consultation in relation to a second runway at Stansted Airport. It is the conclusion of this Parish Council that none of the options suggested by BAA are sustainable and are therefore, in the opinion  of this Council, unacceptable.

Your report makes no reference to the 1984 report of Inspector Graham Eyre following the public enquiry of that time, which contended that a second runway at Stansted would be “an environmental catastrophe, an unprecedented and wholly unacceptable major environmental and visual disaster.” Your report makes no reference to this judgement and failed to provide any evidence for departing from it.

It is this Council’s belief that your “so-called” consultation report published in December 2005 does not allow for members of the general public to be able to make a constructive or meaningful assessment of the options that have been postulated. The information contained in the report is vague in the extreme and lacks the detail and analysis of the “SERAS CONSULTATION” document published in 2002/3.

Your report does not touch on prospective levels of NO2, NOx and SO2 polluting the atmosphere or of the resulting implications for health. Neither does your report provide information of the noise impact on communities. Surely noise contours should have been provided for 54dBA leq and for 50dBA leq in line with WHO recommendations.

This Council also finds it surprising that no information on the planned investment in road and rail infrastructure for the various options put forward has been identified, neither has the report identified supporting information on road/rail traffic projections.

Although the consultation document refers to a “thorough and complex environmental analysis involving 15 topics with independent specialist consultants advising on each”, it does not identify the process or method by which the conclusions were arrived at. Surely the BAA should publish this analysis in the same way the DFT published the 65 background studies/reports which underpinned its main consultation document. 

There is also a lack of information on the effect of the BAA proposals on the impact upon wildlife, ecology, heritage, landscape, water demand, waste disposal or archaeological heritage.  There is also no information at all on road traffic projections, CO2 emissions arising from airport operations (including flight and surface access), despite this being a key issue for global, national and regional policy.

Your consultation document does not inspire confidence that BAA is listening to local people and communities and is not prepared or willing to disclose BAA’s commercial judgement or its assessments of the environmental impact on the area, consequently this council does not accept or support BAA’s proposals.

Yours sincerely,

Copy to:

Eric Pickles, MP

Eleanor Laing, MP

Bill Rammell MP,

Peter Sanders Chairman SSE,

Gerard McEwen, Essex County Councillor,

Chairman Uttlesford D.C. 


