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Dear Sir

Consultation on ‘Growing Stansted Airport’ and ‘The Draft Interim Airport Masterplan’
I am writing on behalf of the Councillors of Farnham Parish Council in response to the two consultative documents that were issued recently by BAA.  We appreciate the fact that you are consulting with local groups and individuals but have some concerns about the contents in your documents which are expressed in this response.
Some of us attended the launch of ‘Growing Stansted Airport’ at Enterprise House and were concerned that it was more of a talk about your plans for the airport rather than a presentation of options which could be questioned and discussed so that a meaningful contribution could be made by those attending the launch or indeed the road shows around the area.
We noted that you asked if you should conduct sensitivity tests using marginally higher and lower traffic forecasts for a single runway airport (currently planned as 35mppa.  It is clear that you intention is to increase this figure substantially in the long term and it would appear to make more sense therefore to provide comparisons between the current position (which we believe to be approximately 21mppa) and, say, 25mppa, 35mppa and 45mppa.  This will enable members of the public to see the affect of your planned throughputs in future years. Even such a comparison is somewhat false as comparing increases from current levels does not take into account the full effect on a comparatively rural environment from when the airport first opened after the construction of new buildings and as London’s third airport.
This also raises a further point with regard to noise.  Flight paths over nearby towns such as Bishops Stortford and Harlow can be disruptive but in general are not easily noticed above the hurly burly of everyday life.  In the more rural areas such as Farnham, Elsenham, Broxted, Thaxted, Takeley etc any small increase in noise from aircraft is very easily detected and far more intrusive in daily life.  This, obliviously, will have health implications and already local residents are complaining of the smell of aircraft fuel on occasions.
There is very little real discussion of the implications of developing the existing runway in terms of climate change which is one of the major issues of modern day life throughout the world. Do you intend to take positive action against global warming and will this be in line with multi-national governmental agreements rather than with the individual aircraft operators?
We find it difficult that the consultation on ‘Growing Stansted Airport’ is not accompanied by the full Airport Masterplan as it would seem illogical not to produce both documents together so that one is a natural extension of the other.  There is certainly much similarity of wording between the two documents, such that at times it is difficult to realise which document is being read.
We have read a number of documents which have been submitted by local groups and it would appear that there is little positive response to these submissions from BAA in terms of change. For example what changes are being made to ensure that life in the villages is not going to suffer further?  Are flight paths to be realigned to avoid such problems or will flight paths be at a higher level if they cannot be changed?  What affect will increased air traffic movements at night have on village life? How are you working to reduce such effects? What has been done on these issues in the last ten years and what will you continue to do?  It is not very helpful to show the different between 25mppa and higher levels as this completely ignores the increase in implications of noise, health, road and rail traffic over the entire period and, in fact, gives a false impression of such affects over a long period of time. As residents of the local area we are very much aware of the disturbance to our way of life in recent years.
As a Parish Council we cannot say that we are against development as such.  It is development which is seen as unsustainable and that which will have a serious effect on the rural nature of Uttlesford and East Hertfordshire which is our concern.  This is exacerbated by the apparent lack of positive response by BAA to such factors.  We note the view expressed by the Sustainability Appraisal Report commissioned by the East of England Regional Assembly, that to increase the use of the existing runway to its full capacity would be wholly inconsistent with sustainable development.
Yours sincerely,

PETER JARMAN

Clerk to Farnham Parish Council
c.c. Sir Alan Haselhurst MP;

Uttlesford District Council;

Essex County Council.
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