EMAIL TO UTTLESFORD DISTRICT COUNCIL FROM MR ERIC FABER

Dear Sirs,
 We have lived in Newport since 1973 and are seriously concerned about the plans for further expansion of the airport. Heathrow has only two runways, but the entire area around it is blighted. Two runways at Stansted will have the same consequences when the current government and the current UDC Council are no longer in office.

Infrastructure, once built, outlives generations. The population in the Southeast is unlikely to diminish. Traffic demand is unlikely to diminish. The number of flights will increase, aircraft will get larger and new pressure will be brought to bear to expand Stansted yet again. Witness Heathrow.

 The quality of our lives is at risk if we cannot recover from the daily stresses of work, queuing in traffic, being stuck in traffic jams, queuing to park the car, incurring speed and parking fines. Our lives are being overtaken by stress and more stress. In the Southeast more than anywhere else.

 You are in office now. Your decision now will affect future generations. Gordon Brown claims he runs the country on an even keel, but everybody has forgotten the billions the country lost in cash when the price of gold plummeted after he announced to the world that he was going to sell the gold reserves in the bank of England. 

 A cheap solution to a long term infrastructural problems in the Southeast will have cheap consequences. In the 1970ies much consideration was given to the development of an airport on the Foulness sands. It was rejected on cost grounds. If we really cannot afford to consider that again despite the regeneration of the eastern corridor, then I think we should at least give greater consideration to making better use of existing airport capacity that we already have in the country.

Yours faithfully,

 W. Eric Faber    
