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	Stansted Airport

Rule 6 Parties 
	Our ref: APP/C1570/A/06/2032278 

12 March 2008


Dear Sir/Madam

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990 – SECTION 78
APPEAL BY BAA PLC AND STANSTED AIRPORT LTD

APPLICATION REF: UTT/0717/06/FUL

STANSTED AIRPORT, STANSTED, ESSEX, CM24 1QW

The Secretaries of State are considering the report of the Inspector, Alan Boyland BEng(Hons) DipTP Ceng MICE MIHT MRTPI, who held a public local inquiry between 30 May and 19 October 2007 into the above appeal.
The Secretaries of State consider that they are not yet in a position to determine the appeal.  This is because, since the close of the inquiry, they have received the enclosed letter dated 18 February from the appellant’s lawyers, CMS Cameron McKenna, which raises new information relating to aspects of the air quality modelling that was used to predict the likely effects of the proposed development on concentrations of nitrogen oxides (NOx) in the vicinity of the airport. They also note that this letter was also copied to other Rule 6 parties. 

The Secretaries of State are also aware of the following correspondence received  after the 18 February letter:

· From Saffron Walden & District Friends of the Earth (FOE) dated 19 February;

· From Stop Stansted Expansion (SSE) dated 25 February;

· A copy letter from SSE to Alistair Watson of CMS Cameron McKenna dated 25 February; 

· From Uttlesford DC dated 29 February;

· From Cameron McKenna dated 29 February; and

· From the National Trust dated 3 March; 

Copies of this correspondence are also enclosed.

The purpose of this letter is to invite parties to comment on this further information and subsequent correspondence. The Secretaries of State are aware that the Inspector heard extensive technical evidence concerning air quality issues during the inquiry, including evidence suggesting different background levels of NOx concentration. As differing levels of NOx concentration were expressly considered at the inquiry, the Secretaries of State consider it is appropriate to require all responses to be received by no later than 28 days after the date of this letter, which taking into account the Easter bank holidays, is 11 April 2008. The Secretaries of State will circulate all replies for comment as soon as practicable after this date, giving a further 14 days within which final comments can be made. 

The Secretaries of State are not proposing to allow a lengthy series of cross-representations and further comments. They are inviting representations only on the particular issue set out above, and do not regard this invitation as an opportunity to address other issues raised during the inquiry. Accordingly, parties should restrict their representations to the matters set out above. 

The Secretaries of State will take into account all representations on these matters in reaching their decision on the appeal. They wish to emphasise that representations on the above issue are to enable them to take a fully informed decision as they have not yet determined the appeal.  This letter should not be read as any indication as to their attitude to the proposals generally, one way or the other.

All responses should be copied to the two addresses above. 

Yours faithfully






Yours faithfully
Richard Watson


John Faulkner
	Richard Watson - Planning Central Casework

Communities and Local Government

Zone 1/J1, Eland House

Bressenden Place
 London SW1E 5DU
Tel – 020 7944 8729

Email: richard.watson@communities.gsi.gov.uk
	John Faulkner 

Department for Transport 

1/18 Great Minster House

76 Marsham Street

London SW1P 4DR

Tel – 020 7944 6837

Email: john.faulkner@dft.gsi.gov.uk
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