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Joining the “Hard Fight” Against a Second Runway at Stansted
  

Hundreds of people turned out to join a ramble in protest at the building of a second runway at Stansted Airport at Molehill Green in Essex on Saturday.

 

The Runway Ramble, organised by Stop Stansted Expansion, took a five mile route around the area which would be destroyed if a second runway were to be built at Stansted for the seventh year in a row with the CO2 (Councils Opposed to 2nd Runway) group attending for the first time.

 

The area destroyed by a second runway at Stansted would include 19.30 hectares of ancient woodland, 9 hectares of other woodland, 13 listed buildings and many other ancient ones, 30,577 metres of hedgerows, 35, hectares of high value grasslands and 45 hectares of lower value grasslands.

 

In addition, the near tripling of flights proposed by BAA if a second runway is built would see an airport bigger than Heathrow is at present. This would have an impact across the East of England with extra flight paths and noise affecting the region.

 

Councillor Peter Martin, Deputy Leader of Essex County Council, and member of the CO2 Group, said: “With BAA’s application to build a second runway now in and a planning inquiry due to begin in a few months, there has never been a clearer and more urgent time for us to unite as local authorities and residents to show our opposition to a second runway at Stansted.

 

“Although this was a ramble, in reality we are now running to make sure that the case is made clear that a second runway at Stansted would cause irreparable damage to the area around the airport

 

“We at the CO2 group, made of councils in and around Essex, are working to fight the case against the second runway as hard as we can”.

 

Stop Stansted Expansion Chairman Peter Sanders reminded those taking part of the wider significance of BAA’s plans:  “While our focus today is on what would happen in the immediate vicinity of the airport in terms of the loss of homes and heritage, we must not forget that the impacts of a second runway would also extend across East Anglia,” he said.  
 

“People in Essex, Hertfordshire, Suffolk and Cambridgeshire would all suffer from the increase in overflying that would result from the tripling of aircraft movements which BAA is seeking.  They would also have to contend with greater pressure on the region’s road and rail network because of the airport operator’s emphasis on encouraging passengers to travel to Stansted by road and its reluctance to invest in the rail service to accommodate the proposed expansion”.
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Caption: Cllr Peter Martin joined the Stop Stansted Expansion campaigners at Molehill Green on Saturday 13th September.
 

-Ends-
 

For further information on CO2 or to speak to a particular local authority leader please call Scott Wilson, Communications Office on 01245 434383 / 07827 305426 or email scott.wilson@essexcc.gov.uk.
 

Notes to Editors: 

        Key Dates: Deadline for representations to Uttlesford District Council: 26 September. Start of Public Inquiry (15 April 2008) 

        Written representations will be key to ensuring that the Inspector at the second runway public inquiry, due to start in April 2009, is aware of the overwhelming concern about the plans and should be sent to UDC (Planning), London Road, Saffron Walden CB11 4ER, or by email to planning@uttlesford.gov.uk.  Further information is available at Stop Stansted Expansion’s website at www.stopstanstedexpansion.com or the campaign office on 01279 870558. 

        The CO2 cross-party group is made up of councils including Essex County Council, Hertfordshire County Council, Suffolk County Council, Braintree District Council,  Broxbourne District Council, East Herts. District Council and Uttlesford District Council.

        A second runway at Stansted was identified in the Government’s 2003 Air Transport White Paper as a key part of its aviation strategy.  The proposals put forward by BAA on Monday would mean flights from Stansted almost tripling to 70 million passengers a year (from the current 24 million passengers).  Traffic on the already congested M11 and A120 routes would also increase by a factor of three with significant increases to traffic on the M25 and commuter rail routes too.  The number of aircraft movements would increase by two-and-a-half times from the current 200,000 to 495,000.

        CO2 is a cross-party group of local authorities containing a population of 3.2 million people, and open to all local authorities who wish to oppose the development of a 2nd runway at Stansted.

        Updates on the CO2 Campaign will be provided via the website at www.essexcc.gov.uk/CO2 

