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Response to the Government Consultation Paper on the future development of air transport in the United Kingdom

1. INTRODUCTION

1.1 The Council for the Care of Churches is a permanent commission of the General Synod of the Church of England, and is the national advisory body on the care, use and development of over 16,000 parish churches in England.  The Council also compiles reports on the architectural, art historical and archaeological importance of churches threatened with demolition or redundancy under the Pastoral Measure (1983).

1.2 The Council welcomes the opportunity to respond to the Government’s Consultation Paper on the future development of air transport in the United Kingdom. It supports the approach being taken to assess holistically the future requirements for the development of air transport by means of a nationwide survey of needs and options, and urges Government to assess these requirements in the light of its commitment to sustainable development.  Our own remit extends to the proposals for England.

2. Impact
“The church is usually the oldest and most important listed building in a settlement as well as an icon for community memory and a focus for social activity.” State of the Historic Environment Report 2002 (English Heritage, 2002).

2.1 While recognising that such large scale national developments may from time to time be necessary for the common good, the Council is extremely concerned at the impact of several of the proposals.  Some would directly or indirectly lead to the destruction or abandonment of parish churches and churchyards. All of the churches potentially affected by the proposals are of great historic, art historic, architectural and archaeological quality.  There is of course a presumption against their demolition embodied in Planning Policy Guidance note 15 (1994), and to the disturbance of these important archaeological sites in PPG16 (1990).  

2.2 Furthermore, these buildings cannot be considered in isolation: they are a key part of the landscape and townscape within which they are located.  It has become increasingly recognised in recent years that churches play an enormous part in the rural communities at whose hearts they sit. This has been emphasised in recent Government documents such as Power of Place, commissioned by the DCMS, and the Government’s response A Force for our Future, which highlighted the role that historic buildings and sites play in tourism, local activities, and retaining a sense of community and place.  Churches in rural areas are used by a large section of the community, not just regular worshippers, for cultural, social, recreational and educational purposes.  The churchyard is the final resting place of many parishioners’ relatives and ancestors, and a communal space of great social, historical, archaeological and ecological value both for local people and visitors.  

2.3 Details of the threatened churches are given in Annex A; it will be immediately apparent what a significant group of historic buildings and archaeological sites this represents.

2.4 An example of direct impact would be that of Harmondsworth St Mary, which would have to be demolished if the proposed new runway at Heathrow was to be built.  The church building is listed Grade II* (but under consideration for upgrading) and dates back to the 12th century, and the churchyard contains burials and monuments from this date to the present day.  Should this church and the nearby Grade I listed barn be destroyed, this rare intact Middlesex village and community would lose these defining focal points and become a loose group of commuter homes, shorn of their historic place of worship and their shared sense of identity. If a realigned runway is built adjacent to the village, as has recently been suggested, the impact on the buildings may be ameliorated in the short term, but the indirect impact on the community and in the long term the buildings would still be severe, see below. 

2.5 An example of indirect impact is that of the church of Bickenhill St Peter.  This church is already acutely threatened by existing traffic to Birmingham Airport, as it lies directly under the flight path, to the extent that there are warning lights mounted on the tower.  It is a prime example of the indirect effects of airport expansion, which has led to the depopulation of the historic village. The CCC has recently prepared a Pastoral Measure Report on this church (PM 1922), in which the following comments were made: 

“A very fine example of a Norman church enlarged in the medieval period, with many architectural features of interest and quality, and some important furnishings and fittings, particularly the font, the communion rails, the bells, the chest, the stained glass and the stone screen, all integral to the church.  The church and site is also of archaeological importance, part of a rich but threatened historical landscape which has been the subject of much research. It has significant landscape value and is central to defining the impression of an island of rural calm.” 

Indirect impact of this kind is a frequent problem for churches, as the cases of Breedon-on-the-Hill St Mary and St Hardulph (threatened by East Midlands Airport) and Eastwood St Lawrence (Southend Airport) also demonstrate (see Annex A), as they are often the tallest buildings in rural areas, and sometimes in raised locations, serving as defining foci for their communities.

2.6 Such cases indicate how vital it is for the holistic value of such exceptional buildings and sites to be taken into consideration as a primary factor rather than an afterthought. The deliberate destruction of a parish church should not be undertaken lightly, and not without the gravest need.  All the buildings listed here are of significant value in their own right, and for that reason alone their loss can only be justified by overwhelming and proven need. For each of these churches and communities, demolition as a result of airport expansion is likely to have effects on the area which are exponentially greater than the loss of the building itself.  The impact of airport expansion cannot be judged by considering the footprint of the airports themselves; related transport schemes and amenities, flight paths and noise levels all have an impact on the environment of churches and their communities and need to be taken into account. We urge Government to take this fully into account in consideration of the way forward, and to do all in its power to avoid their loss.

2.7 We would also like to take this opportunity to urge Government to consider more carefully, when preparing any legislation in order to effect such national projects, the impact of such expansion schemes in regard to the destruction of burial grounds.  The problems experienced during the construction of the Channel Tunnel Rail Link at London St Pancras station should not be allowed to recur.  The relevant Schedule (Schedule 11) of the CTRL Act of 1996 did not include specific requirements for the sensitive and respectful exhumation and reinterment of those individuals whose remains were disturbed by the construction work, and these deficits should be addressed in any future legislation of this sort.

Annex A

List of churches which would be affected by the proposals

For each airport, a brief description of the churches attached and their setting, and the nature of the threat implicit in the consultation proposals, is followed by the full DoE/DCMS Listing Description.

Heathrow Airport: 

Two important churches are directly or indirectly threatened by the proposals, respectively Harmondsworth St Mary and Harlington St Mary.

The church of Harmondsworth St Mary and its churchyard would be destroyed, along with the Grade I listed tithe barn (a Scheduled Ancient Monument), other listed buildings and the close-knot community for whom these buildings constitute a defining focus.  The church is listed Grade II*, the listing description as follows:

C12 south arcade and doorway, C13 north arcade. Chancel rebuilt 1396-98, attributed to William Wynford. North chancel aisle and brick tower added c.1500. C19 south porch; modern vestry to north-west. Flint, with stone dressings; upper stages of tower of brick, with rendered quoins, moulded courses, battlements and angle pedestals with cupola carried on cast-iron columns; tiled roofs. Tower: Belfry of six bells, originally by Bryan Eldridge of Chertsey, 1658, with subsequent recastings. Timber roof structure over belfry bears plaque referring to works in 1839. Circular cupola with weathervane carried on six cast iron columns dates probably from 1839 too. South door: C12, limestone, round arch of three orders. Outer voussoirs enriched with a double chevron moulding; central order of beak heads, their beaks projecting over a roll-moulding; inner order of incised geometrical roundels. Enriched shafts and scalloped capitals below central order flanking door. This door is believed to have been reset in its present location when the church was remodelled in the later Middle Ages. This is the chief of the many fine features of this church. Nave: Four bay C15 king-post roof, the uprights renewed C19, with tie beams; early C16 pews with moulded rails and Gothic buttresses, late C19 plate tracery to west window of four lancets and three round openings, containing clear glass. South aisle: divided by two circular Norman piers with scalloped capitals, arcade of three pointed arches. Two 2-light C15 windows on south wall, three-light east window with late C19 glass signed by O'Connor. Open pitched timber roof with tie beams, largely original. Ledger slab to Richard Coombes (d.1672). North aisle and chapel: western two and a half bays of arcade of pointed arches carried on circular shafts with square, shallow capitals, eastern three and a half bays to north aisle and north chapel carried on octagonal shafts bearing four-centred arched arcade. The abrupt transition between the two sections marks the divide between the C13 and c.1500 phases. Small hammerbeam roof with tie-beams, curved braces and moulded pendant bosses to c.1500 chapel. C18 and C19 memorials to the Stirling family. The large organ 1879 by H Jones. Chancel: three-bay sedilia and piscina, both c.1500. East window of three lights containing stained glass (signed by O'Connor) depicting the crucifixion, Christ walking on the water and Christ calming the waters, installed in memory of Walter de Burgh RN (d.1861). Altar, late C19 of oak, Gothic with painted depiction of the Annunciation on central panels. Stone reredos with sacred monogram in a mandorla, set within a pointed arch below central gable. Pair of two light windows on south side, easternmost (signed O'Connor) depicts Sacrifice of Isaac and Christ and the Centurion; erected in memory of Matthew Stent (d.1871). Western window (signed H Hughes, 1879) depicts the women at the empty tomb; erected in memory of Thomas Whipham (d.1860). Monuments include a matching pair of veined marble pedimented tablets to Anna and Richard Banckes (d.1734 and 1750), with a small tablet between them inscribed 'What death divided Love hath conjoined'. Baptistery: in base of tower. Contains font of c.1200 of Purbeck marble: octagonal bowl on plinth ringed by eight small circular shafts. South and west windows each of two lights contain stained glass signed by E R Suffling. The church forms a powerful group with the adjacent tithe barn (q.v) and churchyard, which contains brick chest tombs and headstones 

Harlington St Mary: This fine medieval church and the village would be directly in the flight path of aircraft using the new runway. The CCC has experience of the deleterious effects on churches and their communities of such proximity, for example the case of Bickenhill St Peter considered below.  Harlington St Mary is listed Grade I, the listing description as follows:

C12 nave and south doorway, C14 chancel, late C15 tower. Restored by J Oldrid Scott, 1878-80 when the north aisle was added. Rubble and flint walls with stone dressings; early C16 wooden south porch. South doorway: limestone, round arch of four orders. Narrow outer door with circular motifs above battlement mouldings, third order of cat's head mouldings, second order of chevron mouldings, innermost voussoirs plain. Enriched jambs with decorated capitals; nook-shafts replaced in C19. Wooden porch early C16, with open moulded uprights and pitched tiled roof possibly reused. Nave: C12 south wall with later window openings; northern nave aisle, with arcade of three- pointed arch openings on octagonal piers added by J O Scott. Open timber king post roof restored 1878-80. Baroque monument on south wall to Lord Ossulton (d.l1686) and wives. War memorial, 1920 by Charles Oldrid Scott. Chancel: added c1340. Chancel arch by J Oldrid Scott. Open king post roof. Late C19 pews, sanctuary floor of encaustic tiles, C16 Easter sepulchre formerly combined with monument to Gregory Lovell (1545), whose brass is repositioned nearby. In Gothic niches flanking the altar are recumbent effigies to Count Jerome de Salis (d.1836) by Richard Lucas and to Countess Henrietta de Salis (d.1856) by William Theed. Gothic monument William de Salis (d.1856) by Inigo Thomas. East window by C E Kempe, 1873, three lights depicting the Crucifixion. Windows in south aisle by Willement depicting the Ascension, 1845, and by A L Moore, 1889, depicting Christ in Majesty. North Aisle: early C16 doorway to vestry moved to present position in 1878-80 restoration. Monument by Boehm to Lieutenant-general Rudolph de Salis (d.1880) on east wall. West Tower houses baptistery with C12 font of Purbeck marble: square bowl with arcading to sides carried on shaft with colonnettes at corners. Stained glass window of the Presentation in the Temple by Kempe, 1903. The church has a remarkably rural setting supplied by its churchyard, which is celebrated for its yew trees and tombs.

It should be noted that the proposed runway would come to within 350m of the church and churchyard, severely compromising this setting.

Stansted Airport: 

No church is directly threatened with destruction, however three Grade II* and four Grade I listed churches are within 1km of the proposed extensions.  The depopulation of the village and surrounding area due to this proximity would threaten the future of these churches and communities.  The churches and communities at Elsenham, Thaxted, Little Easton and Great Dunmow would likewise be indirectly threatened. 

The Grade II* church of St Mary the Virgin in Tilty presently enjoys a wonderful rural location, encapsulating the local community’s link with the past through the abbey of which it is the sole surviving building still in use, and still the nucleus of social life.  This would all be severely threatened by the proposals. The listing description:

Formerly the "Capella extra portas" of the Cistercian Abbey of St Mary. C13, with C14, C17 and C19 alterations. Flint rubble with limestone and clunch dressings. Red plain tiled roof, includes some original C13 tiles on Chancel roof. Nave is entirely of Circa 1220. South side has external string course. Four splayed lancets in north wall. North doorway with pointed head and semi-circular rear arch. Four splayed lancets in south wall. Below the eastern window is the piscina. South door with pointed head, chamfered jambs and a moulded label. Rear arch is semi-circular. West wall has 3 splayed lancets. C14 Chancel has east window of 5-lights, with tracery in 2 centred head, and moulded internal and external labels, with head stops. Jambs and mullions are moulded and the splays have shafts with moulded capitals, and bases. East wall has diagonal buttresses, and a truncated gable with gable cross. Below east window the wall is faced with flint and stone chequerwork. Internally a moulded sting, forming label to sedilia. North window of 3-lights, and south window of 2-lights matching east window. C19 north vestry. Cl7 south porch, timber framed and plastered. Roof to Chancel C14 of 7 cants, plastered on soffit. Nave roof is late C15 framed side purlin, formerly arch braced to collar and with moulded wall plates and one embattled tie beam. C18 bell turret at east end. Brasses, Medeley and Wife 1562, and Danet and wife 1520, Margaret Tuke 1590, Thos Takeley 1470, deMortemer 1340. C13 locker in south wall of nave with 2 centred head. Monuments, Holden 1686, Elliott early C17. Two cinquefoil headed niches in chancel with gabled, crocketed and finialed labels and side pinnacles with carved crockets and finials. Nave has some C13 wall painting on north and south walls. C14 piscina in chancel, with moulded and shaped jambs, capitals, bases and traceried head with moulded label and head stop. C13 piscina in nave with moulded 2 centred head moulded label, mask stops, moulded and shafted jambs with square abaci foliated on inner side. C18 pulpit with canopy.

At Takeley, the Grade I 12th century church of Holy Trinity lies 800m from the end of two proposed runways.  The Listing description as follows:

C12 with C13, C14 and C15 alterations and C19 restoration. Flint rubble with limestone and clunch dressings, rendered. Red plain tile roofs. C12 nave has 2 north windows one extensively restored C15, one C16 in brick of 2 four centred lights under square headed outer order. North doorway now blocked with Roman brick in the jambs. Blocked door to rood loft. South arcade, of 4 bays. Part late C13, remainder C14, with octagonal columns, moulded bases and capitals. C13 chancel has C19 east window, with remains of C14 window still visible. North wall has C13 window of 2 lancet lights with external rebate and linked labels. Moulded rear arch with shafted jambs. Similar window in south wall, and C19 window at western end. C13 south door. C19 chancel arch, and Cl9 organ chamber on north wall. C14 south aisle, incorporates part of C13 south transept. East wall has C15 window of 3 cinquefoiled lights with tracery in a 2 centred head. Hollow moulded reveals. South windows, one C14 of 2 cinquefoiled lights with a quatrefoil in 2 centred head, the other C13 of 2 trefoiled lights with quatrefoil in 2 centred head. Apparently moved from transept. C14 south doorway of 2 chamfered orders. Modern west window. Cl5 west tower of 3 stages, with diagonal buttresses and a south-east stair turret, embattled parapet, and a small timber spire. Tower arch of 2 chamfered orders. Half round shafts with moulded capitals and bases. West window of 3 cinquefoiled lights with tracery and 2 centred head. Vest doorway of 2 moulded orders, inner order, 2 centred, outer order, square headed, with quatrefoils and blank shields in the spandrels. Second stage has small single light windows. Bell chamber has 4 windows of 2 cinquefoiled lights with quatrefoil in 2 centred head. C15 south porch with 2 centred arch of 2 orders, with engaged octagonal shafts. East and west windows have square heads with 2 cinquefoiled lights. C15 nave roof with 4 armed octagonal crown posts, with moulded capitals and bases. Brass in chancel, Knollys 1689. Cupboard in south aisle with linen fold panels formerly a late C16 font case. Late Cl5 font cover, octagonal, spire with tracerised sides. Cl3 piscina in chancel with shafted jambs and trefoiled head. Late C15 pulpit in oak, hexagonal, with moulded frames and cinquefoiled and pinnacled design.  

The Grade I church of St John and St Giles in Great Easton stands within 1 km of the end of one of the proposed runways.  The effects on the church and community would be serious. The listing description: 

Probable early C12, C13 and restored in C19. Built of flint and pebble rubble with lacing courses of roman tile and dressings of limestone and clunch. N and Gabled peg tile roof. The chancel is C13 with 2 repaired lancet windows in the N and S walls and a C19 E window of 3 lancet lights. The nave is of supposed C12 origin with 4 blank round arched recesses in the E part, the remains of a probable crossing tower. The S doorway is early C12 of 2 orders and with scalloped capitals. The N doorway, now blocked, is C13 with double chamfered jambs, 2 centred arches and a moulded label. The N wall has a C19 window and a brick C16 window of 2 four-centred lights under square head with sunk spandrels. The S wall has 3 windows - a C14 window of 2 cinque foiled lights with a quatre foil in a two-centred head, a C16 2 light window and a blocked C12 light high in the wall. The 7-cant roofs over nave and chancel are C19. At the W end is a red brick early C19 bell tower mounted on the original W wall and with a contemporary brick supporting wall to the E. This has grey brick drapering and a pyramidical peg tile roof. On N, S and W faces are 2 light bell chamber openings with label moulding heads. The S porch is C19 but has C15 cambered and moulded tie beam with moulded braces. Graded for architectural, historic, topographical and townscape value. 

The Grade I church of Church of St. Mary the Virgin, Little Easton would likewise be affected.  The List description: 


Parish Church. C12, C13, C15 and C19. Flint rubble with Roman brick and stone dressings. Red plain tile roof. C12 Nave has been raised in C15. Indications of two original window openings in north wall. Two C15 north windows, restored in C19. C19 south window. C14 south doorway now blocked. C13 Chancel with late C15 east window. C19 north arcade, and C13 south arcade. Organ chamber and vestry added in 1881 by Countess of Warwick, with partly restored C15 north window. South Chapel is C15, with two C19 south windows. C15 west tower, of 2 stages, with south-east stair turret and embattled parapet. Late C15 tower arch. Stair doorway and door are original. C19 west doorway. C19 crown post roof to Nave. Early C18 wrought iron screen to South Chapel, made from gates to Easton Lodge. Late C12 wall painting of seated prophet, and C15 stories from the Passion, in Nave. Painted coat of arms of Charles II, dated 1660. C17 stained glass by Baptista Sutton. Brass to Robert Fyn circa 1420. North wall of Chancel has circa 1400 monument to Eleanor Bouchier, with cusped panelled front, and shields of arms. Moulded plinth and slab, 2 centred, cinquefoiled arch, crocketted and finialed ogee label. Buttressed and crocketted side pinnacles. Small mid C13 effigy of Knight in mail armour with long surcoat and knee-caps and long shield. In south arcade of Chancel, late C15 monument to Henry and Isabel Bouchier. Canopied alter tomb of Purbeck marble, with panelled and traceried sides and ends, with eight plain shields, formerly with brasses. Brasses on slab, of man in plate -armour, with Garter and mantle of the Order, and of woman with short sideless gown. South (Bouchier- Maynard) Chapel has 1613, alabaster reclining figure of Lady Maynard, and monument with 2 reclining figures on tomb chest with large kneeling figures of children. Late C17 large standing wall monument, with life size standing figures in Roman costume, an urn between them. Believed to be by Pearce. Monument of 1746 by Charles Stanley, for Lord Maynard and family, with central figure of Lord Maynard musing against an urn, with portrait of his wife. Busts or relief medallions of other members of family. Relief of Justice, Charity, Fortitude etc. Bust of Frances, Countess of Warwick circa 1938. Two elaborate carved headstones against west wall of south chapel. (RCHM 1). 

The Grade II*Church of St Mary the Virgin at Stansted Mountfitchet is now looked after by the Churches Conservation Trust in recognition of its exceptional importance. Such buildings have been preserved for the nation at the shared expense of the church and the state, but the public will be much less inclined to visit a church so close to the proposed extended airport and its flight path.  The listing description:

This is the old Parish Church which stands about a mile away from the town in part of the park formerly of Stansted Hall. It was built by William Mountfitchet between 1120 and 1124 and it still retains some original Norman features as well as features of the C13 and C14. In 1888 it was extensively restored by Francis T. Dollman when the nave and aisle was rebuilt. The church is of flint and stone, with a red brick embattled west tower of 1692 surmounted by a small spire. The chancel arch is C12 and has zig-zag and bell-flower ornamentation. The south and north doors are also C12 (the north door is reset). The south door has 3 orders of columns with scalloped capitals, saltire cross ornamentation and a tympanum with diaper ornamentation. The north door is similar in design to the south door. The chancel is of the C13 and has tall blank arcades to the windows. The font is of the early C13 and the ogee cover is C17. The communion rail is C18. The church has some fine monuments including a stone effigy of a knight, armoured and cross legged, in a recess (said to be of Roger de Lancaster 1310. There is also a very elaborate monument to Sir Thomas Middleton with a recumbent figure on a sarcophagus in a coffered semi-circular arch flanked by paired Corinthian black marble columns and an altar tomb to Hester (d. 1614), wife of Sir Thomas Middleton, with a recumbent figure on an alabaster sarcophagus. Graded for its historical value and internal features. 

The Grade II* listed church of Broxted St Mary the Virgin is within 500m of the proposed runway extension, and must be considered acutely threatened.  The church is associated with the three surviving “Beirut” hostages (Terry Waite, Brian Keenan and John McCarthy, who celebrated their release there, this commemorated in a stained glass window in the church). The listing description:

Early C13, but considerably altered C14 and C15 and extensively restored 1875-6. Built of flint rubble with dressings of clunch and brick. Red plain tile roof. C13 nave with early C15 north arcade, with 2 centred arches of 2 moulded orders, moulded bases and capitals. Late C14 north doorway, now blocked, with moulded jambs and 2 centred arch. South wall has 3 windows of C19 with same C16 brickwork. Late C14 south doorway; of 2 moulded orders, with 2 centred head. C19 west window. C13 chancel, has 3 lancet windows in east wall. North wall also has 3 lancet windows. C13 doorway with 2 centred head. South wall rebuilt in C19. C15 north aisle has an early C15 east window of 3 cinquefoiled lights with tracery in segmental pointed head. C19 windows in north wall. West window is C19 with Cl5 head. Roofs are of 7 cants with tie beams, and one crown post, all apparently Cl9. Weather-boarded bell turret with short broach spire, apparently rebuilt in Cl9. South porch is late C19 or early C20. Brass to John Callyn 1639 in chancel. Some fragments of C15 stained glass in east window, north aisle. C17 pulpit, octagonal with arcaded panels and foliated ornament. Angle posts, rails and cornice carved book rest with carved soffit. 

Just 1km further to the north stands Chickney St Mary the Virgin, a Grade I listed church with Saxon origins within a rare circular churchyard, which possesses in the words of the Council for the Care of Churches Pastoral Measure report (PM55) “a numinous quality impossible to evaluate in a factual report”, which would clearly be adversely affected by the proposals.  The building is now vested in the Churches Conservation Trust in recognition of its exceptional importance, and over £50,000 was recently provided by a private donor for restoration work.

Late CI0 or early Cll Nave, with early C13 Chancel and C14 West Tower. Flint rubble with limestone and clunch dressings. Red plain tile roof. West tower is of 3 stages with pyramid roof and diagonal west buttresses C14 tower arch, and part restored West window. C14 windows in upper stages. Nave has C14 door and windows, and 2 pre-Conquest windows. Chancel has C14 east window and C13 moulded string, with foliate stops. 4 early C13 lancet windows. Remains of pre-Conquest chancel include part of blocked windows. Early C14 Chancel arch, and C15 squint. Early C15 timber south porch. Seven cant chancel roof probably original. Early C14 nave roof is crown post with clasping head and moulded base and capital to central post. C14 font with C16 cover. Early C13 trefoil headed piscina. 

Luton Airport: 

No churches are directly threatened with destruction by the proposed expansion of Luton airport, however the expansion would have a serious impact on the villages of Breachwood Green, Bendish, Kings Walden, Darley Hall and others, all within the parish of the church of Kings Walden St Mary, itself less than 2 km away.  This could lead to redundancy for this fine and important Grade I medieval church, through depopulation and aircraft noise. The listed church description:

C12-C13 origin, early C13 nave arcades, late C14 W tower, C15 clearstorey, early C17 brick NE Hale family mortuary chapel now the vestry. Restored 1868 by Eden Nesfield when in partnership with Norman Shaw, with new S porch, refacing of nave, chancel and aisles, and part rebuilding of chancel and aisles. New oak chancel roof 1909. Flint rubble with coursed knapped flint facing and deep ashlar parapets to all except tower and vestry, with stone dressings. Tower has remains of plaster facing, Totternhoe stone dressings, and several SPAB type tile repairs to stonework. Oak arcaded S porch on flint and stone plinth. Red brick. Vestry in English-bond with oak window tracery. Steep old red tile roofs to chancel, S porch, and vestry, the rest low pitched behind crenellated parapets (plain to aisles). A village church of square ended chancel, N vestry, 3-bays nave, aisles, S porch, and large W tower. The chancel has a high open timber roof with embattled collar beams, and a patterned floor of coloured and encaustic tiles with several stone steps to sacristy. Brass inscribed to Sibbill Barber d.1614. C13 double piscina at SE with lancet window over. Elaborate C13 small S doorway with external jamb shafts and ironwork decoration to plank door. 3-lights traceried E window with stained glass by Kempe 1901, and similar window to S wall. Stone relief reredos, carved oak ciborium in arched recess to N of altar, and probably polychrome organ case and ironwork communion rail, from Nesfield's restoration with carved work by James Forsyth. Carved serpent by vestry door from Hall family crest. Alabaster wall monument to Timothy Sheppard, d.1613. Early C14 wide chancel arch of 2 chamfered orders with half-octagonal responds, moulded caps, and C15 Perp painted wooden screen with ogee traceried upper panels and cresting. The 3-bays nave has a plain open timber roof of king-post roof, tie-beams, wallposts and 2 large C15 stone corbells to E-truss. Narrow rood-loft doorway high up at NE. 3-bays N and S arcades have 2 chamfered orders, short circular pillars and Transitional scallop, waterleaf and trefoil caps. 3 3-lights clearstorey windows each side. The narrow N aisle has an open timber roof with some timbers of C15, a 3-lights pointed N window, a single-light trefoil W window, C14 pointed doorway and an image bracket to N of E window. Square-headed piscina at NE. The floor level of this aisle appears to have been lowered. Wall monuments to Roland Hale d.1688, and Richard Hale, 1689. Slightly wider S aisle extends a little to E overlapping chancel, with blocked N communicating door and a wall locker with door rebate to left. Cinquefoil C14 piscina opposite in S wall. C15 open timber roof, and C15 3-lights windows at E and S, and 2-lights at SW. The SE window has stained glass and inscribed stone tablet 1867 by William Morris of 3 archangels, uninfluenced by Burne-Jones. S doorway C15 of 2 moulded orders with 4-centred arched head under square head with quarterfoil spandrels, deep hollows, slender attached shafts with small angels below caps. Head-stops recut and C19 plank door of one leaf with elaborate wrought iron decorative hinge plates. Gabled S porch has arched entrance, cusped bargeboards, plaster-vaulted interior, and chip-carved roundels on corner posts one with chrysanthamum motif (also on rainwater heads). The massive W tower is of 3 stages marked by chamfered stone bands, stepped corner buttresses, projecting polygonal stair turret at SE carried higher than the parapet, C14 2-lights bell-opening on each face with quartrefoil in pointed head, small single-light window to middle stage, 2-lights C14 W window, and pointed W door with old oak door. Tower arch to nave C14 of 2 chamfered orders, 2-centred, with jamb shafts. The brick vestry is rectangular with moulded gable parapets, plinth, plat-band carried up over 2 depressed pointed segmental arched N window openings as a deep drip. Oak mullions to 3-lights windows formerly painted as stone, with old leaded lattice glazing fixed to ferromenta. More elaborate wooden tracery to interior may have been added. Pointed low doorway down steps in middle into vault. Similar E window. 

Cliffe Airport: 

The proposed new airport at Cliffe on the Hoo peninsula in the Kent marshes would have a direct impact on the important churches of All Saints at All Hallows and St Mary at St Mary Hoo, and an indirect impact on the churches at Cooling, with its peaceful churchyard and associations with Dickens’ novel Great Expectations, and at Cliffe, Hoo St Werburgh, Stoke and High Halstow. 

The parish church of All Saints, All Hallows-on-Sea, would have to be destroyed, together with its churchyard with its millennium of burials and the entire village. The church is listed Grade I: 


C12-C15, restored 1886-91 by Ewan Christian. Flint and stone, lead roof. West tower, nave with north and south aisles and south porch, chancel. West end of nave and, south arcade of C12, north arcade early C13, wide C14 chancel arch and clerestory to nave of C15. Chancel almost completely by Christian who also added the south porch. Interior: North arcade with round piers; octagonal piers to south arcade with crude scalloped capitals. Fittings: moulded south interior doorway with contemporary oak door. C14 chancel screen. C18 pulpit with tester. Box pew reset in north-west corner of south aisle. 

The former parish church of St Mary Hoo, together with its churchyard with its burials, the entire village and the Nature Reserve of St Mary Hoo to the north would be destroyed. The church gave its name to the village, first mentioned in 1240. The nearby Old Rectory at St Mary Hoo is a Grade II house built in the late 1700s.  The rectors from 1788 to 1875 were a father and son, both named R. Burt. Robert Burt senior performed the illegal marriage ceremony between George IV and Mrs Fitzherbert in 1785. The former church building is listed Grade II*:

C14 with C15 tower and chancel rebuilt, probably 1881 by E W Stephens. Ragstone with plain tiled roof. West tower, nave with north porch, chancel West tower unbuttressed, with small perpendicular windows in top stage, the lower windows like rectangular loops. Nave C14, with unrestored C14 south-west window of stretched quatrefoil over two ogee lights. Interior: small west doorway rather than tower-arch. Tie-beam roof over nave with pierced spandrels.  

The parish church of High Halstow St Margaret would be within a 200m or so of the airport. It is probable that the local population would be relocated and the church would be faced with redundancy.  The church is listed Grade I:

C13, enlarged late C15 with west tower rebuilt in C18. Flint ragstone with lead roof over nave. West tower, nave with south porch and lean-to south aisle continued as chapel almost to east end, north aisle and chancel. West tower of ragstone with red brick plinth, buttresses, quoins and parapets. Clerestoried nave. Chancel with east window renewed in C19. Interior: 3 bay nave arcades of C13 with round piers, two hollow chamfers on arches and finely undercut caps and bases. Perpendicular tower arch. North chapel arch from chancel,hardly chamfered and with angle-shafts with moulded bases and caps. South chapel arch pointed but unchamfered with almost Romanesque capitals and shafts to south east respond. C15 chancel arch. Piscina in chancel. Fittings: early C13 font with plain square bowl on corner shafts and central stem. C17 altar table. 

The medieval parish church of St James at Cooling would be virtually surrounded by the airport, the Cooling marshes all the way to the shore destroyed.  The church is Grade I listed: 


C13-C15 with some C19 restoration. West tower, nave with south porch and chancel with south vestry. Ragstone, chalk and flint, somewhat repaired in sandstone. Plain tiled roofs. West tower with diagonal buttresses and with probably reset west window with cusped intersecting tracery. Nave windows of early C14 with cemented tracery. Chancel window-tracery of C15. Interior: 6-bay chancel, with 6 blank arches to north and south on marble shafts springing from marble benches. Arches run to triple sedilia and double piscina, with shafts and trefoils. South vestry with walls decorated with cockle-shells. Fittings: Font: C13. Square bowl on 5 squat piers with trefoiled arches sunk into each side. C18 pulpit. 6 oak benches with poppy-heads. 

This church was vested in the care of the Churches Conservation Trust, in recognition of its national importance.  The listing description does not emphasise the atmosphere of this special place; in the words of the CCT in its 2002 annual report “even the brightest summers day cannot entirely dispel the slightly menacing untamed quality of the landscape. Today the church, the village, the landscape and the bird life which is drawn to the marshes are under serious threat... modern-day pilgrims should visit this haunting place before the area is obliterated”. Or in the words of Dickens himself:  “Ours was the marsh country, down by the river, within, as the river wound, twenty miles of the sea. My first most vivid and broad impression of the identity of things, seems to me to have been gained on a memorable raw afternoon towards evening. At such a time I found out for certain, that this bleak place overgrown with nettles was the churchyard; and that Philip Pirrip, late of this parish, and also Georgiana wife of the above, were dead and buried; and that Alexander, Bartholomew, Abraham, Tobias, and Roger, infant children of the aforesaid, were also dead and buried; and that the dark flat wilderness beyond the churchyard, intersected with dykes and mounds and gates, with scattered cattle feeding on it, was the marshes; and that the low leaden line beyond, was the river; and that the distant savage lair from which the wind was rushing, was the sea; and that the small bundle of shivers growing afraid of it all and beginning to cry, was Pip”.

The village and church of Cliffe would be severely blighted by the proposed airport.  The major medieval parish church of St Helen at the centre of the village would be within 300m and in line with one of the runways. The church is listed Grade I: 

Parish church, formerly collegiate. Circa 1200, remodelled in earlier C14, with chancel restored in 1853 by George Austin, tower and transepts in 1864 by J.P. St. Aubyn, and the nave and tower by Romaine-Walker and Tanner in 1884. Ragstone and flint, laid in knapped bands; plain tiled roofs. Cruciform church with west tower, nave with north and south aisles, porch with parvis room over, north and south transeptal chapels and chancel. C13 west tower with clasping buttresses, C15 uppermost stage, C19 battlements and staircase projection. 5-bay nave with north and south aisles and deep porch to south. 3-bay chancel with curvilinear tracery in all windows, renewed, all with mouchettes and Kentish cusping. East window rebuilt from fragments found in restoration of 1884. Interior: Nave arcades of 5 bays. Short circular piers with moulded capitals and bases and wide pointed arches with two slight chamfers. Nave piers painted with thick red zig-zags. Clerestorey lancets of C14. Full-shafted wall-arcading in transeptal chapels, two bays to east with two narrower bays to west. Trefoiled piscinas in both transeptal chapels. Chancel with vaulted sedilia and piscina integral with the fabric. Ogee arches with crockets, finials and pinnacles. Foliage in the spandrels, all renewed. Base of late C15 rood screen. Wall paintings in both transeptal chapels, those in the north of the martyrdom of St. Edmund. Fittings: Tower screen of c.1370 with lights in threes and intersecting mullions. Six medieval pews. Some C14 glass in tracery of 2 chancel windows on south side, much restored. C17 communion rail. Arcaded pulpit dated 1636. C15 font. Late C14 tomb recess on north side of sanctuary with cusped and subcusped arch. 

The church of Stoke St Peter and St Paul would also be affected, being less than 1km south. The building is also listed Grade I:

Parish church. C12, C14, C15, early C16, restored C19. Ragstone and flint with plain tiled roofs. West tower, nave with north and south aisles, south porch, chancel. West tower of early C16, two stages, with diagonal buttresses with square-headed window over west doorway. Nave, circa 1190, with narrow aisles. Chancel with single north and south lancets and triple lancets in east window. Interior: C14 tower arch. 3-bay C12 arcades, south with round piers and scallopped capitals, north similar but octagonal. Crownpost roof to nave, C19 chancel arch. Fittings: Font C13.

Bottom of Form 1

The village and Grade I church of Hoo St Werburgh would be affected.  The listing description:


C12-C15. Ragstone with tiled roofs. West tower with shingled spire, nave with north and south aisles, north and south porches and chancel. West tower battlemented with north- west turret and shingled spire, all clasped by the aisles. Norman pilaster buttresses with tufa dressings visible over aisle roofs. C14 windows in aisles with cusped intersecting tracery. Interior: C13 nave arcades of 3 bays with round piers and double chamfered arches. Blocked east arch in each aisle of former transeptal chapels. C15 clerestorey. C14 chancel arch. Nave roof on wooden shafts with carved angels in capital-zone. Piscina and triple sedilia with multi-cusped arches on long shafts of Bethersden marble. Fittings: C15 glass in chancel window-heads. Chest tomb to Edward Lake, d. 1845. Ogee canopy with pinnacles, not unarchaeologically early C15. 

Gatwick Airport: 

Expansion to this airport would destroy the Grade II* church of St Michael, Lowfield Heath and indirectly threaten the Grade I church of Charlwood St Nicholas, which would be within ½ km of the runways.  

The parish church of St Michael, Lowfield Heath is one of the few buildings still in its original use in this village due to the proximity of the airport, and like the village would be completely destroyed by the proposed expansion. The listing description:

Built in 1867. Architect William Burges. Style is Early C13 French Gothic. Chancel, north vestry, nave, western narthex and south-west tower, surmounted by pyramidal timber spire covered in oak shingles. Walls of undressed local stone laid in thin regular courses. Bath stone used for dressings. Plate tracery in wide windows of Nave, the west window a large wheel window with sculpture representing the Four Ages of Man, St Michael and the Dragon carved over west doorway. Timber narthex resting on stone plinth and having tiled lean-to roof. Nave and chancel have steeply pitched roofs covered with fishscale tiles. Internally the roofs are of pine, of 2 centred arch form, pointed, boarded in, with tie beams and tall king posts.

The development would have a dramatic effect on the village and Conservation Area of Charlwood, centred on its Grade I pre-conquest and medieval church of St Nicholas. The Conservation Area contains 42 listed buildings Houses and farm buildings; Charlwood is believed to have the highest number of listed timber-framed buildings of any parish in Surrey. The building of the church started in 1080, which is very early for Norman church building in this part of the country and it is the oldest church built on Weald clay to have survived. The church is accessed by a stone causeway, itself Grade II listed, leading past open fields. The lychgate is also listed. In the churchyard some wooden graveboards remain, and there is an ancient yew, which is dated c 940 AD.  

The wallpaintings on the south wall date from the early 14th century and are among the finest medieval wallpaintings in Britain, restored in 1993 by an expert conservator recommended by English Heritage. These works were made possible by grants from national bodies and  charitable trusts, including The Pilgrim Trust, Surrey Historic Buildings Trust and Gatwick Airport Ltd.  The listing description:

Norman, late C13, C14 and C15. Built of sandstone rubble with dressed sandstone quoins and jowls and roof partly of Horsham stone and partly of clay tiles. Chancel with South Chapel, Central Tower, Nave with Aisle and South Porch. The original church was the north section of the present building, consisting of a Nave, a Central Tower and A Chancel, which were Norman. Both arches of the Tower and most of the Nave are of this period. The Chancel was enlarged in the C14 and the South Aisle, now the Nave, was added in the late C13. The South Chapel, now the Chancel, was built by Agnes, widow of William Richard Saunders about 1480 and the South Porch was also added in the late C15 and restored by William Burgess in 1858. The South Porch has a stone sundial dated 1741. Crown post roof. C15 parclose screen. Late C13 wall paintings in the South Aisle of the Nave. Brass in Chancel. The churchyard has a good series of C18 chest tombs, some having sculptured marble panels, C19 oval bodystones early C19 headstones with palm fronds and acroteria motifs or cherub motifs and wooden headboards.

Bottom of Form 1

Southend Airport: 

There are proposals to expand the use and lengthen the runway at this small airport, which would involve the demolition of the medieval church of Eastwood St Lawrence, as its tower would be too high for aircraft safety. There have been suggestions, not made in the present consultation, that this building could be moved.  Quite apart from the archaeological considerations, this does not address the problem of the churchyard, much used for burial over a long period by the local population, including gypsies; the site is also important to the pagans of Southend and surrounding area, containing as it does a sarsen stone. The church is flourishing and the local community is against its removal or demolition. The church is considered one of the most important in South Essex, and is listed Grade I:

The earliest known record of Eastwood Church is in 1100 when Robert Fitz Suen gave the chapels of Eastwood, Sutton and Prittlewell to the Prior of Prittlewell in whose possession it remained until the Reformation (1536). The church is built of ragstone rubble with flint and has limestone dressings. There is some Roman brick. The west tower has a timber-framed and shingled upper part, with a broach spire (restored C20). The south aisle has 2 plastered gables. Roof tiled. The nave is C12 and on the inside of the north wall there are the remains of Norman window openings. The roof is C15 with tie beams and king posts. The south aisle is C13 and the north aisle is C14. The chancel is C13, with a C14 roof. The brick south porch is C16. The font is Norman, with a circular bowl ornamented with interlacing arcading. There is a brass of Thomas Burrough (d. 1600). 

Birmingham Airport: 

The church of Bickenhill St Peter is already acutely threatened by existing traffic to this airport, as it lies directly under the flight path, to the extent that there are warning lights mounted on the tower.  It is a prime example of the indirect effects of airport expansion, which has led to the depopulation of the historic village. The CCC has recently prepared a Pastoral Measure Report on this church (PM 1922), in which the following comments were made: “A very fine example of a Norman church enlarged in the medieval period, with many architectural features of interest and quality, and some important furnishings and fittings, particularly the font, the communion rails, the bells, the chest, the stained glass and the stone screen, all integral to the church.  The church and site is also of archaeological importance, part of a rich but threatened historical landscape which has been the subject of much research. It has significant landscape value and is central to defining the impression of an island of rural calm.”.

The church has recently been designated Grade I, the listing description (which has yet to be amended and updated) as follows:

Parish church. C12 north aisle, arcade, chancel circa 1300, north aisle widened early C14. Late C15 north chapel and embattled west tower. Modern south porch. Spire, side turret dated 1630. Much restored 1887. Late C17 altar railings. C15 octagonal font. 

East Midlands Airport: 

The expansion of this airport threatens the church of Breedon-on-the-Hill St Mary and St Hardulph, in Leicestershire.  This splendid Grade I building was originally a priory church, and the present 12th-century and later building stands on the site of an Anglo-Saxon predecessor, from which it has inherited a wealth of important carvings. The Listing description:  


Parish church, formerly the church of an Augustinian Priory founded early C12. Incorporates carved masonry of C9 date from monastic foundation formerly on site. Parts of west tower are early C12, raised C14-C15. C13 aisled chancel is now used as nave, and has C14 fenestration to north and south, and C15 clere- story. South porch incorporates some remains of C13 transept but has been much altered. Church much repaired 1784 by Joseph Wyatt, and again in 1900 when interior was stripped of plaster and east windows of chancel were renewed. Ashlar with lead roofs. West tower is of 3 stages with battlemented parapet, carved gargoyles and slender clasping buttresses. C14-C15 2-light traceried openings to bell-chamber, with transoms; small C15 2-light traceried windows with flat heads to north and south below bell-chamber; window to south west stairs. Lower stages have traces of roof-lines of former nave and transepts, and are much rebuilt in rubble stone. West side has blocked C12 arch to former nave, with moulded imposts, and fragmentary respond of non-aligned C15 nave arcade to centre. This has chamfered pier with attached semi-octagonal shaft and capital. Also in west wall are a C12 window with a semicircular chevron arch on shafts, and a C19 window with Y tracery. North side of tower has irregular arched single lights, and a small C12 doorway with semicircular chevron arch on shafts and later inner order with moulded roundels. To south of tower is gabled porch with narrow flanking gables and head of 3-light traceried window over C19-C20 door. Present nave has 4-bay C15 clerestory with battlemented parapet and 2-light traceried windows, those to north with ogee tracery, those to south with trefoil-headed lights. Aisles have large irregular buttresses, moulded plinths, sill strings and dripmoulds. North aisle has moulded parapet, and C13 lancet in west bay over blocked doorway with 2-centred arch and roll-moulding. Lancet has ogee wooden transom. 3 other bays have large C14 3-light windows with various tracery, that to east bay with flatter arch, that to centre with renewed tracery. South aisle has battlemented parapet and 3 bays of large early C14 windows with intersecting tracery. Another arched 2-light window to left. Second bay has blocked C15-c16 doorway with moulded 4-centred arch and hoodmould. C13 lancet windows in east ends of aisles. Main east window is a group of 3 lancets with a cusped roundel above, all renewed 1900. All lancets have deeply chamfered surrounds. INTERIOR: South porch has altered jambs of large archway to south, C19-C20 4-centred doorway to tower, and 2 blocked doorways in east wall, one Transitional with nailhead and roll-mould- ings to arch and clustered shafts. Arch between tower and nave is triple- chamfered. Nave arcades of 4 bays, are renewed late C18 and have double- chamfered arches on variously-shaped quatrefoil piers. Aisles have small chamfered doorways in angled west corners. North aisle retains C13 groin vault- ing and west doorway with roll-moulding. South aisle and nave re-roofed late C18. In south aisle, east wall and spandrels of nave arcades are narrow stone friezes with SAXON CARVINGS of interlace ornament and grotesque beasts. 3 similar lengths of frieze in tower. East end of south aisle has central arched panel carved with figure of the Virgin, flanked by triple arcaded panels with smaller figures of saints. 2 more saints in arches and other figurative panels in south wall. Larger panel with figure of archangel Gabriel in tower. All of very good quality. FITTINGS: 3 carved shafts of C9-C10 stone crosses in north aisle. Shirley family pew, dated 1627, part balustraded, with strapwork and heraldic crests, corner obelisks, carved foliage, frieze and modillion cornice with winged angel heads; late C18 box pews, pulpit and west gallery; late C17-C18 turned baluster altar rails and chair in south chapel; C17 carved panels in dado of south chapel; octagonal stone font with heraldic panels. East end of north aisle has iron railings and 3 fine marble MONUMENTS to members of the Shirley family: (1) tomb-chest to Francis Shirley and wife, 1571, with carved figures holding shields to sides of chest; (2) tomb chest to John Shirley, late C16; (3) large wall monument to George and Frances Shirley 1598 with carved kneeling figures and skeleton below. 
Rugby Airport: 

The proposals for a new airport at the Church Lawford would entail the destruction of the Grade II medieval church of St Peter and its churchyard and burials.  The listing description:


C13 and C14 origins. Rebuilt 1872 by W. Slater and R.H. Carpenter, largely at the expense of the Duke of Buccleuch. Rock-faced limestone ashlar, with ashlar plinth, quoins, buttresses and dressings. Nave and chancel have plain-tile roofs with ridge cresting; low-pitched porch and aisle lean-to roofs of lead; moulded coped gable parapets with kneelers throughout. Aisled nave, chancel, west tower, north porch and south organ chamber/vestry. Gothic Revival Decorated style. 2-bay chancel, 5-bay nave. Chancel has double-splayed plinth and diagonal buttresses of one offset. 5-light east window has bar tracery and hood mould with head stops. North side has 3-light window. Reticulated tracery and hood moulds with foliage or grotesque stops throughout. 2 lancets, possibly restored mediaeval work, of red sandstone have deep splayed reveals; chamfered straight-headed low-side window below western lancet. South side has 3-light window. Porch has doorway of 3 moulded orders with nook-shafts, foliage stops and ribbed double-leaf doors. Moulded straight-headed traceried 2-light windows. Continuous moulded doorway and double-leaf doors inside. Aisles have 2-light window and cinqfoiled west lancets. Clerestory has straight-headed 3-light windows. Vestry has 2-light east window. Moulded south doorway has ribbed door and hood mould. Straight-headed traceried window. South aisle has blocked early C13 round-arched doorway. Tower of 3 stages has angle buttresses with weatherings, and moulded string courses. West doorway and window within large moulded arch. Ribbed double-leaf doors in moulded arch. Elaborately carved spandrels have foliage and shields with date. 3 panels above have shields. Large 3-light window. Second stage has clock-face to north and west. Trefoiled north and south lancets. Third stage has 2-light bell-chamber openings. Corbel table and moulded embattled parapet. Square north-east stair turret has octagonal upper part rising above parapet. Small west door. Interior of chancel has rendered walls. Re-used piscina. East window has nook-shafts and hood mould. 4-bay boarded barrel roof has moulded arched braces and tie beams, and stone shield corbels. 2-bay arcade to organ chamber of 2 moulded orders with round pier and moulded half-octagon corbels. Chancel arch of 2 moulded orders, the inner with moulded half-octagon corbels. Nave has 3 bays of C14 north arcade: 2 chamfered orders and octagonal piers of alternating bands of red and cream sandstone. Carved heads to springings and east and west corbels. Trefoiled ogee piscina beneath east corbel. South arcade has more elaborate capitals and no banding. Clerestory has sill course. Tower arch has continuous outer order and inner half-octagonal responds, and 3 outer segmental-pointed chamfered orders. West window and doorway similar to exterior. Fragments of medieval tracery in south wall. South aisle has arch of 2 orders to organ chamber. Fittings: chancel has seat below south window of re-used panelling dated 1618. C17 octagonal pulpit. Simple C14 moulded octagonal font. C17/C18 communion rail of column-on-vase balusters. C19 stalls and pews. C19 oil lamps on wall brackets. Painted arms of George III. Stained glass: east window 1887; chancel south 1884 by Kempe; other late C19 and early C20 glass. Monuments: south aisle doorway: grave slab has inscription to Thomas Evans 1612. Tower has fragments of 2 mediaeval coffin lids. 

It would also destroy the Grade II partly ruined church at Kings Newham, originally dedicated to St Laurence. The listing description:

Church tower and fragment of nave north wall. Late C12 origins; upper stages rebuilt, possibly in C16. Later alterations. Squared coursed limestone with red sandstone dressings. First stage has some brick patching. Old tile pyramid roof. 4 stages, with splay between each stage. North side has slit window to second stage. East side has round arch, partly of yellow brick. Nave roofline is clearly visible. Third and fourth stages have irregular quoins. Third stage has tall, narrow, chamfered 2-light mullioned window to each side, with mullion removed to east. Fourth stage has 2-light double-chamfered mullioned window to each side. Fragment of nave wall, of sandstone ashlar, is approximately 5 metres long and 1 metre high. The remainder of the church was demolished in 1797. 

Bristol Airport: 

If a new airport were to be built north of Bristol, the Grade II Victorian church of St Peter at Pilning would be threatened.  The listing description: 


1855 by H. Crisp, with late C20 south extension in same style. Snecked rubble, stone dressings, plain tiled roof with raised coped verges. Nave, chancel, west porch, north vestry. Early English style. West front has large 3-light window with hood mould continuous over each light, gabled porch with pointed arched opening and mask stops to hood mould, inner door in chamfered surround, open bellcote with 2 bells, cross finial to porch and bellcote, weathered angle buttresses. 5-bay nave has south west door with smaller gabled porch, all windows lancets with continuous hood mould broken by buttresses; plinth. North vestry (entered from chancel) has 2-light window with trefoil head, hood mould, lion and mask gargoyles and east door with shaped head; chancel. has 3-light east window each with trefoil head, continuous hood mould and stops, cross finial. South extension has embattled flat roof. Interior: 5-bay nave has arched-brace and collar roof, corbels to arched-braces, moulded wall-plate and 2 rows of purlins; pointed segmental arched opening to pulpit with 3 chamfered orders, high pointed arch to chancel has triple jamb- shafts with moulded bases and ball capitals. Chancel has common rafter roof, door to vestry with shaped head, piscina to north wall, 2-light window and door to south, both leading to C20 extension. Fittings: contemporary pulpit, pews and font, Norman font in nave with square bowl, lead lining and square pedestal, probably removed from Church of St. Thomas, Northwick at time of demolition.
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