BRADWELL  PARISH  COUNCIL

Chairman  Mrs K. J. Hill

Bridge Hall, Bradwell, Braintree, Essex.  CM77 8EB.  Tel: 01376 346420

John Mitchel Esq.,   

Executive Manager (Development Services),

Uttlesford District Council,

Council Offices,

London Road,

Saffron Walden,

Essex.  CB11 4ER

26th June, 2006

Dear Mr Mitchel,

Planning Application UTT/0717/06/FUL by BAA

In July, 2002 the Parish Council was invited to comment on the possible development of Stansted, the “Airport in the Countryside”.  We understood at the time that Mr John Stent, Managing Director, was anticipating that the current rate of growth would mean that within four to five years the 15 million passengers per annum limit of the current planning consent would have been reached and further planning approval would need to be in place.

We requested that before any new planning application was approved we would like to see more evidence of what had been done to accommodate the increase from the current level to the 15 mppa.  Our concerns were :-

1. Public Safety and Emergency Services and these should be at the top of Key Issues as any expansion has got to be backed up by the implementation and management of quality control procedures on all safety related issues.

2. The infrastructure, including Transport, the public utilities, ie water, energy and communications, should be in place in parallel with any further development of the Airport and should not be allowed to follow at some later date when funding permits.

3. Waste management including minimisation of the generation of waste at source, on site composting of green waste.

The Parish Council has maintained a consistent opposition to the headlong explosive arrival of the Budget Air Lines and copies of our letters of the 20th November, 2002 and 30th June, 2003 are enclosed.

Uttlesford District Council has a tremendous responsibility.  Their decision on this BAA application will be remembered for a long time, either for supporting this limitless demand along with its irresponsible increasing pollution of the environment, or for refusing firmly to continue any support for the degradation of our quality of life.

The opportunity to fly has to be balanced by the responsibility to the Environment and Public Safety.  Between 1999 and 2000 Stansted was anticipated to grow from an expected 9.8 mppa to 21.6 mppa during 2009 and 2010.  Mr Michael O’Leary forecast on 10th February 2000 that Ryan Air would expect passenger totals in 2000 to top seven million.  This was a warning challenge to be noted by the Planning Authority requiring the necessity of reviewing their forecasts and putting a brake on.  Planning Authorities have a most difficult task.  We, the public are now faced with an application to permit unlimited passenger numbers.  This is an outrageous suggestion and the implications are boundless, the creeping paralysis choking our principal roads, covering the sky with unending aircraft, day and night.

We object to the removal of Condition MPPA1, the limit on passenger numbers and consider that it should remain at 25 mppa.  We do not believe that the provision of improvements to the infrastructure will keep pace with any expansion of Stansted Airport, for example there is still no programme for a dual carriageway A120 from Braintree to the A12.  Traffic on the existing A120 through Bradwell has risen from the 18,226 vehicles in a 24 hour period reported in April 2003, to over 23,500 at the last count in 2005, which is well above its practical capacity.  We cannot accept that further expansion of Stansted Airport will not give rise to any significant increase in traffic through Bradwell.

It is now that we must stand firm and reject “cheap flights”, congested roads, ruined public spaces, excessive noise, sleepless days and nights and polluted air. There has to be a ceiling, a limit to the adverse impact on our environment.

Yours sincerely,

K. J. Hill.

Encs

cc  Mr Roger Harborough UDC

Mr Paul Munson BDC

Mr James Abbott BDC Cllr

Mr Brooks Newmark MP

Mr Alan Hurst
