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STANSTED EXPANSION PROPOSALS: 

GUIDANCE ON RESPONDING TO THE LATEST CONSULTATION

Parish councils and members of local communities have asked Stop Stansted Expansion (SSE) for guidance on responding to BAA’s current consultation on the proposed expansion of Stansted Airport’s existing runway. 

Although BAA’s two consultation documents, Growing Stansted Airport and Draft Stansted Airport Interim Master Plan, contain little new information and largely duplicate each other, it is important that parish councils respond because this is the first step in a plan that would see a doubling of traffic on the present runway. We are concerned that lack of response could convey the wrong message to BAA and encourage it in its ambition, eventually, to build a second runway, making Stansted bigger than the world’s largest airport today.

We recommend that in addition to responding to BAA direct, pressure is put upon district and county councillors to represent your views. You may also want to write to local MPs or send them copies of your representations.

Response to the consultation is required by 31 October 2005.

If you have not already responded, you may find the enclosures to this note helpful. The first is a copy of SSE’s letter to Terry Morgan, the airport’s managing director, the main points of which are:

· The two BAA consultation documents fall well short of the standard required for a proper consultation. They avoid spelling out how plans to expand the existing runway fit into the long-term developments BAA has in mind. Plans for a second runway are barely mentioned. BAA appears to be merely going through the motions in order to avoid criticism that it acted without consultation

· The documents are economical with the truth. For example, they point out that the draft East of England Plan supports the full use of the existing runway but fail to say that the independent sustainability report commissioned by the Assembly concluded that full use could not be sustained. The documents also fail to say that no provision for a second runway has been made in the draft regional plan

· BAA gives priority to rapid development of the airport over the need to consult with local communities. The Government’s Air Transport White Paper said it expected airport operators to produce Masterplans in 2004, yet BAA says that to do so would cause serious delay and therefore does not intend to comply until 2007

· The impact of expansion of Stansted Airport on climate change is ignored despite the fact that it is high on the agenda of governments and the aviation industry, and the prime minister has said that global warming is as big a threat as terrorism 

· The documents ignore criticism from both Uttlesford District Council and SSE over continued reliance on the dBA Leq system of noise measurement, which is discredited because it is an average of noise over a period in which both quiet troughs and noisy peaks are measured. BAA continues to use 57 dBA as the level at which noise becomes annoying rather than the lower noise limit recommended by the World Health Organisation

· The latest consultation is another example of incremental growth by stealth. BAA wants to use 25 million passengers a year (mppa) as the starting point for this consultation despite the fact that passenger numbers are only at 21 mppa now. Before it was granted permission for 25 mppa, it made over-generous predictions about the impact that expansion would have in areas such as jobs, noise and transport. In this way, BAA is able to sustain its claim that an increase to 35 mppa would result in little change.

Also enclosed is a copy of a leaflet prepared for people living locally who want to respond to the consultation.  The leaflet also contains a useful timetable for proposed airport expansion and advice on how to contact MPs and district and county councillors.  It also explains that SSE does not object to airport expansion that is sustainable but that BAA has failed to show that proposed expansion of the existing runway meets this criterion.  If you would like copies for distribution with your newsletter or via other means before the end of the consultation, please contact the campaign office.  
Further documents are also available should you wish to refer to them, namely a copy of SSE’s advice to Uttlesford District Council on its scoping opinion on airport expansion, and SSE’s comments on BAA’s Scoping Opinion Response.  These can be obtained from the campaign office or downloaded from the SSE website (see link on the home page) at www.stopstanstedexpansion.com. 

SSE would be happy to provide further advice on this consultation as well as more general information to help you oppose airport expansion.

Yours sincerely
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Peter Sanders

Chairman

Encs
Stop Stansted Expansion is a working group of the North West Essex and East Herts Preservation Association
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