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Demand FACTS from BAA

Full use of the existing runway would allow Stansted to become twice as big as today and could be the first step to a second runway

BAA wants your views on its latest plans to expand Stansted Airport.  However, its consultation documents Growing Stansted Airport and Draft Interim Airport Masterplan contain little new information.  The same is true of BAA’s Plane Talk document advertising public exhibitions on expansion.

Nevertheless, it is vital that we make our views known NOW because this so-called consultation is the first step in a plan that would see a DOUBLING of traffic on the existing runway.  That could eventually lead to a SECOND RUNWAY, making Stansted bigger than the world’s largest airport. 

This leaflet from Stop Stansted Expansion (SSE) is designed to help residents and community organisations respond to a ‘consultation’ that is little more than a whitewash.  BAA has a record of disregarding the views of residents and ignoring expert opinion – whenever this questions its insatiable appetite for airport expansion.  

So make BAA listen.  How?  Through your district and county councillors and your MP.  They were elected to defend your interests and can put pressure on BAA.  Ask them to raise important questions on your behalf.  And why not tackle BAA with the same questions at their exhibitions or write to the airport developer direct?  Don’t ignore it – do it NOW!

The Questions, Who To Write To and the Timetable (
The Questions

Key questions for you and your elected representatives to raise with BAA:

1. What is BAA hiding?  Why has it refused to spell out its long-term plans for Stansted Airport in the Draft Interim Airport Masterplan?

How can communities comment on expansion on the existing runway without knowing the effect long-term?  A second runway is barely mentioned.  There’s no reference to the fact that the East of England Regional Assembly opposes a second runway. 

2. Isn’t this another example of growth by ‘creep’? 

BAA wants to use 25 mppa as the starting point for this consultation, yet passenger numbers are only at 21 mppa now.  Why isn’t 21 mppa – and the current status on employment, housing, noise and other impacts – the baseline for this consultation?  What will the real changes be if Stansted grows from today’s 21 mppa to 35 mppa, 40 mppa, 45 mppa or even 50 mppa on the existing runway?  

3. Why tell only part of the story?

35 mppa is only part of the picture.  BAA makes no secret of the fact that it wants to exceed this number of passengers at some time in the future – and provide a second runway. 

It asks whether crucial studies on noise, air quality and health should be carried out at lower and higher volumes of passenger traffic than 35 mppa on the existing runway.  The answer is, Yes.  And why leave an environmental assessment of a second runway to a ‘later date’ – another example of growth by ‘creep’? 

4.  Noise:  Why isn’t BAA listening?

Why in its proposed environmental impact assessment has BAA ignored criticisms from Uttlesford District Council (the planning authority) and SSE (quoting world authorities) over the way noise is measured?  Why has it ignored recommended alternatives?

BAA continues to use 57 decibels (measured as dBA) as the level at which noise becomes annoying.  Not only is the dBA measure widely discredited (it is an average of noise over a period in which the quiet troughs as well as the noisy peaks are measured), but the World Health Organisation recommends a lower dBA noise limit. 

5.  Why does BAA ignore global warming?

Aviation is the fastest growing source of global warming yet Growing Stansted Airport contains no information on the impact of airport expansion on climate change – why?  The Prime Minister has called global warming as big a threat as terrorism.

6.  Expansion can’t be justified, so why do it?

SSE is not against expansion that is sustainable but BAA has failed to show that proposed expansion of the existing runway meets this criterion – or can be justified socially, environmentally and economically. 

Expansion on the existing runway would mean more noise, traffic, pollution and climate change.  The Sustainability Appraisal Report commissioned by our Regional Assembly says full use of the existing runway could not be sustainable.  A second runway would mean destruction of countryside, homes and heritage. 

Stansted has never made a profit on aeronautical operations and relies on subsidy from Heathrow and Gatwick as well as the enormous income derived from its massive on-site car parking operations.  Cheap flights, on which the future of Stansted depends, worsen the huge balance of payments deficit that Britain is now experiencing on tourism.  With little unemployment locally, expansion would mean ‘importing’ even more workers.  Yet none of these issues are tackled in this consultation – why?

The Timetable

· Now!  Closes 31 October 2005:  Consultation on Draft Interim Airport Masterplan and 25+ mppa proposals for Growing Stansted Airport
· Nov 05 – Jan 06:  Consultation on proposed location of new runway 

· Spring 06:  Consultation on road/rail schemes for second runway

· Spring 06:  Publication of confirmed Interim Airport Masterplan.  Submission of planning application for 25+ mppa

· Balance of 2006:  Environmental Impact Assessment studies for second runway.  Public consultation on Draft Final Airport Masterplan

· 2007:  Publication of Final Airport Masterplan.  Submission of planning application for second runway

· 2013:  Earliest date for new runway to be operational.  If cross subsidy from Heathrow/Gatwick disallowed, ‘several years’ further delay
Who To Write To

1.  Write to your local (district and county) councillors to ask what they and their council are doing to demand greater accountability from BAA.  Or write to your MP and simply copy your local councillors and BAA.  The contact details of some of the main local councils (to check the name of your representatives) are:

· Uttlesford District Council: Council Offices, London Road, Saffron Walden, CB11 4ER.  Tel: 01799 510510.  www.uttlesford.gov.uk 

· East Herts District Council: The Causeway, Bishop’s Stortford, CM23 2EN.  Tel:  01279 655261.  www.eastherts.gov.uk 

· Essex County Council:  County Hall, Market Road, Chelmsford, CM1 1LX

Tel:  01245 492211.  www.essexcc.gov.uk 

· Hertfordshire County Council:  County Hall, Pegs Lane, Hertford, SG13 8DE.  Tel:  01992 555555.  www.hertsdirect.org 

2.  Write to your MP at The House of Commons, Westminster, London SW1A 0AA.  You can check the name of your MP by calling 0207 219 3000 or visiting www.locata.co.uk/commons  

3.  Respond to BAA, request copies of the consultation documents or details of its exhibitions:  BAA Stansted, 3rd Floor, Enterprise House, Stansted Airport, CM24 1QW.  Tel: 0800 731 4247

STOP STANSTED EXPANSION

info@stopstanstedexpansion.com T 01279 870558  www.stopstanstedexpansion.com  
